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HISTORY OF MONROE COUNTY. 

Monroe was organized in the year 
17 99 , and therefore antidates the 
beginning of the present century, it 
was the twelfth county of the “Old 
Dominion" which was formed west of 
the Alleghany mountains and was 
named in honor of James Monroe, the 
fifth president of the United States. Of 
him a biographical sketch will be found 
elsewhere in this work. Greenbrier was 
formed in 1778, and for eleven years 
embraced w ithin its limits all of what is 
now Monroe county; but as the last 
centruy drew to a close the old 
pioneers became wearied with long 
jaunts to Lewisburg to attend court, 
and accordingly a petition asking for 
the formation of a new county was 
circulated, numerously signed and 
forwarded to the “old captial city on 
the James,” where it was laid before 
the general assembly. That body heard 
it with favor, and on the 14th day of 
January, 1799, a bill was passed 
titled "An act to provide for the 
division of Greenbrier and the 
formation of a new county.” 

A copy of that bill may be found on 
Page 168 of Henning’s General Statutes 
^ Virginia for the last-named year. 
fif*t section declared that all the 

VmtArii Z l i a i . • • . a at : 


°ne distinc 
called and 1 
Thus was c 
Virginia he 
trans-moun 


THE F 

Anotta 
for holdin 
the time 
with that 
May, 17S 
the cour 
George 1 
one mile 
towm of 
by A. 
compo! 
justices, 
from h 
govemc 
Hutchi 
Estill, 
Hutch 
Bymesii 
Hanly 

An e 
choice 
the van 


t once 



rewarded cuy on 

, . James,” where it was laid before 
general assembly. That body heard 
■/u/ith favor, and on the 14th day of 
January, 1799, a bill was passed 
Entitled “An act to provide for the 
division of Greenbrier and the 
formation of a new county.” 

A copy of that bill may be found on 
nage 168 of Henning’s General Statutes 
of Virginia for the last-named year. 
Tfie firs* section declared that all the 
territory included within the following 
bounds, to-wit: “Beginning where the 
ridge dividing the eastern and western 
waters joins Peter mountain, and with 
the said ridge to the ridge which 
divides Howards and Second creeks; 
thence with the said ridge westwardly. 


including the waters of Second creek, 
to the wagon road at Robert Knox’s; 
thence with the said creek to Thomas 
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Nickles spring branch; thence a straight with Jam* 
line to Aldersons ferry-landing on and John 
Greenbrier river, to the mouth of bond “cc 
Muddy creek; thence crossing the same for the fa 
to the ridge that divides the waters of of the ol 
Muddy creek and Griffiths run, and James AJ 
with the said ridge to Kenneys knobs, license 
and with the said knobs including the respecti 
waters flowing into Greenbrier river Bymesid 
into New river, and up the same to governor 

where it breaks through Peters appointe 

mountain; thence with the said lands, f 
mountain as easterly course to the Arbuck 
beginning, the enclosed area to form deput> 
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one distinct and new county to be 
called and known as Monroe county.” 

Thus was checkered upon the map of 
Virginia her twelfth subdivision in the 
trans-mountain region. 

the first county court . 

Another section of the bill provided 
for holding the county court, and lixed 
the time and place. And in compliance 
with that provision, on the 21st day ol 
May, 1799, the first court ever held in 
the county convened at the house of 
(ieorge King, Esq., which stood about 
one mile east of the present site ol the 
town of Union, on lands now owned 
by A. 1. Kelly. The court was 

composed of the following-named 

,uto. each holding a comm».on 
from his excellency, James Monroe, 

governor of v « r 9 n1 ^ v *^ d W 
Hutchison, James Alexander, >• 
him. William Haync, John 
Hutchison, J °hn Gi®y, 
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com pose a oi inc touowing-namca 
justices, each holding a commission 
from his excellency, James Monroe, 
governor of Virginia, viz.: William 
Hutchison, James Alexander, Isaac 
Estill, William Haynes, John 
Hutchison, John Gray, John 
Bymesidcs, William Graham, James 
Hanly and William Vawter. 

An election for clerk resulted in the 
choice of John Hutchison, who took 
the various oaths prescribed by law and 
at once entered upon the discharge of 
the duties of his office. John 
Woodward was granted a license to 
practice law, and was appointed to 
prosecute in behalf of the 
commonwealth, and took the 
prescribed oaths. It was now noon, and 
it was “ordered that the court adjourn 
from George King’s house to his bam 
for conveniency.” Upon reassembling 
Isaac Estill presented a commission 
from the governor appointing him 
sheriff of the county, and he, together 
with James Alexander, William Haynes 
and John Bymesides, entered into a 
bond “conditioned according to law, 
for the faithful discharge of the duties 
of the office. Then John Wallace and 
James Alexander were each granted a 
license “to keep an ordinary’ at their 
respective places of abode. John 
Bymesides was recommended to the 
governor as a suitable person to be 
appointed to the office of surveyor oi 
lands. On motion of Isaac Estill John 
Arbuckle was appointed under or 
deputy sheriff of the county. 
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SI < <>NI> DAY’S PROCEEDINGS. 


flic court having fixed upon the 
litnd of James Alexander (the sumo 
upon which the town of Union now 
stands) as a suitable locution for the 
county sent, it was ordered that the 
courthouse Ik' built ut that place. 

Hie court then proceeded to fix the 
rates for ordinaries as follows; h'or a 
warm dinner, 2 shillings; a cold dinner, 

I shilling and <> nonce; a wain breakfast 
the same; a cold break lust, 1 shilling 
and l |H'nce; lodging in a feather bed 0 
IH'iice; lodging on a chaff bed, 6 ponce; 
corn, pot gallon, ponce; oats, per 
gallon, 7 |H)iice; pasture for horses 24 
hours, (> pence; "stahlage" and hay 24 
hours. I shilling; whiskey, pet gallon, S 
shillings; common inn, per gallon, 20 
shillings; spirits. |xu gallon. 42 shillings; 
|H'a» h luandy, per gallon, 12 shillings; 
Madeira wine, |k*i gallon. U) shillings; 
Ienentto ami I isbon wine, jx't gallon* 

I I shillings, other wines, pci gallon. 20 
shillings, eider, not gallon, t shillings; 
Ihx'i. pci gallon. 2 shillings, 

1 ton ordinaries'* the court turned 
its attention to the mllitaix 
establishment, and lames (itaham was 
iccommcndcd to the governor as one 

I ‘Ptablicd to discImtgo the duties of 
» o om I of the counts lohn llunlx and 
'dm Hutchison wow rveommended 
l ° l Isaac I still, lohn 

^Mtesides, lames Jones, Robert 
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Madeira wine, per gallon, 30 shillings; 
Tencriffe and Lisbon wine, per gallon 
24 shillings; other wines, per gallon, 20 
shillings; cider, per gallon, 3 shillings; 
beer, per gallon. 2 shillings. 

Fron ‘‘ordinaries” the court turned 
its attention to the military 
establishment, and James Graham was 
recommended to the governor as one 
well qualified to discharge the duties of 
colonel of the county. John Hanly and 
John Hutchison were recommended 
for majors; Isaac Estill, John 
Byrnesidcs, James Jones, Robert 
Nicklc, William Graham, Samuel 
Clarke, Henry McDaniel and Watt 
Farley for captains; Nimrod Tacket, 
John Hanly, jr., George Swope, James 
Gray, William Maddy, David Graham, 
Talison Shumate and Thomas Wyatt 
for lieutenants, and Alexander Dunlap, 
Charles Keenan, James Young, James 
Byrnesidcs, James Miller, James 
Gwinn, James Thompson and John 
Harvey for ensigns. John Leech was 
nominated as captain of a troop of 
cavalry; Robert Patton for first 
lieutenant; Joseph Alderson for second 
lieutenant, and Ervin Benson for 
cornet. 

Then civil business once more 
engated attention, and James Graham 
was recommended to the governor as a 
suitable person “to execute the office 
of coroner,” and Thomas Lowe,Robert 
Dunbar, John Cottell, William Dison, 
George Foster, Enos Halstead and 
Joshua Lewis were appointed 
constables. 
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postpone the matter until the next 
ti'iui ot court* 

Isaac Estill, sheritt ot the county, 

then "excepts to the consequences 
which may happen tor the want of a 
jail for securing prisoners that may be 
in his custody. ' Then it was “ordered 
that the court shall be held at the 
house of James Alexander until the 
court-house shall be read) for holding 
it therein/’ 

Hie first civil suit was tried at the 
second term, which convened on the 
18th day of June, 1799. It was that of 
John llmchman vs. Levi l owe for the 
recovery of money. It resulted in * 
judgment in favor of the plaintiff fox 

die sum of three inuinds seventeen 
^hilling* and costs* 
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FIRST circuit superior cou*j 

The Hr«t circuit superior court tv*. 

, >.h n Monroe convened at the SvmJ 
o nn«s on the 19th day of May, ?£*» 

Sdh the Hon. Archibald Stewart, 
rj the district composed of t£ 
counties of Greenbrier, Boteto Urt 
Montgomery, Kanawha and Monroe’ 
presiding. John Skinnerwas appointed 

to prosecute in behalf of the State, and 
Samuel Dew was made clerk 

At this term the first grand jury that 
ever sat for the body of Monroe 
county was empanelled. It was 
composed of the following named 
gentlemen: William Royal, foreman; 
Dennis Cochran, John Mathews, 
Samuel Todd, Hugh Caperton, John 
Lcmayeur, Joseph Snodgrass, Isaac 
Snodgrass, William Howell, John Peck, 
Joseph Cloyd, John Lewis, William 
Vawter, Jacob Persinger, John 
By me sides, and James Bymesides. 
After their instructions they 
retired “to consider their 
presentments.” Two true bills oi 
indictments for felony were returned, 
one against Jack Hunt (free colored), 
and the other against John Kincaid, 
also two for assault and battens 
Zachariah Estill and John Thomps 
being the parties charged. Hunt 
Kiincaid were both tried and acqui 
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.. Josepn wwir on jail - . . 

.. Joseph Aldcrson & Co., for underpinning court V, 
.. John Woodyard, scmccs as commonwe^thN ”, 

.. janies Alexander, for use of house - 
A deposituni for contingent expenses - . 

CONTRA. 

Monroe County 

J)y 917 tithables at one dollar per poll 


THE PIONEER 


It has been said that truth is 
stranger than fiction, and such it 
certainly is to the student of border 
history who, in his imagination, secs a 
theater upon the stage of which is 
played such dramas and tragedies as 
have never been dreamed of by the 
romancist and novelist. First is 
presented the picture of a broad 
continent over which roam a savage 
race destined to become the fiercest 
and most relentless foe which the 
Anglo-Saxon has encountered in his 
inarch around the globe. Then on the 
mu of that continent he sees a little 
polony which, like the stone cut out of 
he mountain without hands, is 
‘‘lined to fill the world. With that 
f * nc begins the period of blood which 
>i one hundred and eighty-five years 
. 1,1 '** horrid cruelties, without a 
** 1 1,1 Ihc annals of the world. 
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In addition, he was a soldier, and 
true bravery and valor were displayed 
everywhere and at all times by him; it 
mattered not whether it was in the 
open field at Point Pleasant and 
Talladega, or defending the lonely 
cabin of the mountaineer, he was ever 
llie same. Alas! that the names of so 
many have been forgotten! It was the 
lament of the great Roman lyric poet 
that the actions of the heroes who 
flourished before the days of 
Agamemnon had passed into 
forgetfulness for want of a recording 
pen. True, the names of Boone, 
Kenton, Arbuckle, Lewis, Stewart, 
Wetzel, McCulloch, Brady, Lowther 
and others will live while history lasts, 
but the names of many thousands ot 
others who were as great in their 
sphere as they, have long been lost in 
the oblivion of the past. 

What, too, should we say of the 
mothers and daughters of that 
period?-women whose souls and 
bodies were so sorely tried in the fierce 
fires of the Indian wars. No timid 
shrieks escaped them; no maidenls 
fears caused them to shrink from their 
self-imposed and onerous task, Israel 
•tad her Judith and IX'borah. France 
glories in licr Joan and I avalette, two 
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period?-women whosj , 

bodies were so sorely tried in the tierce 
fires of the Indian wars. No timid 
shrieks escaped them; no maidenly 
fears caused them to shrink lrom their 
self-imposed and onerous task. Israel 
had her Judith and Deborah; France 
glories in her Joan and Lavalette; two 
of them unsexed themselves in the 
cxitement of battle; one ingloriously 
stained her hands in human gore, and 
the other had nothing to lose by her 
successful efforts; but the western 
heroines, without the eclat of female 
warriors, displayed more true courage 
throughout the long and stormy days 
of our Indian warfare, and exhibited 
more of the true spirit of heroism, than 
any example in ancient or modern 
history. France yet delights to dwell 
upon the days of Louis XIV.; Sweden 
points with pride to the reign ot 
Charles XII., and England looks back 
to the age of Queen Elizabeth as the 
proudest in her annals; but America 
should dwell upon her PIONEER AGE. 
To this age belonged the first settlers 
of Monroe county, 

OLD FORTS IN MONROE 
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With the first settlements in what is 
now Monroe, came the erection of 
torts or block-houses. At various times 
from 1769 to the close of the Indian 
wars, there were no less than live ot 
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these structures erected. One stood 
the Pickaway Plains, about four Hu 
north of the present site of the town** 
Linton; one on Indian creek; anotw 
on the lands now owned by r> 
Shank Jin; a fourth on what is n <T' 
known as the Cook farm ne^ 
CentrevilJe, and a fifth called Woods 
fort, on Rich creek. That on Indian 
creek was called Jarretts fort; the year 
in which it was built can not be 
definitely ascertained, but it is known 
to have been garrisoned strongly in t| 1c 
year 1773, for in that year five 
soldiers, including three of the Van 
lubber brothers, were detailed and sent 
to the mouth of the CIreat Kanawha 
lor lh< purjtose of exploring the route 
by which the in fading army should 
march the next year. They performed 
the work, .md il was along I heir trail 
that the army of (kmcral Lewis 
marched Irom (’amp Union (now 
Ifwhburg), to Point Pleasant, m 1774. 
H was within Ihe walls of this loti dut 
•hi Rev, John Aldorxon (notics't 
1 IwwIm-h' m this work), together w '* 
Im lannly, was stationed during 1 
k* -i 1777, Hm- writci, iftel a lh*'H‘ u f 
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hjf family, was stationed during ,i. h 
’ .1777: The writer, after a tho? 0 JJ* 
examination of records is of 

opinion that no d.rect attack was 
made upon any of these forts, k,.! 
behind their walls doubtless man^i 
the early settlers were saved f ro :! 
falling victims to the tomahawk and 
scalping knife of the barbarian. 

The term fort, in the period 0 f 
which we write, was applied to any 
place of defense or refuge, but it is not 
sufficiently concise to convey a correct 
idea of these frontier establishments. 
They were divided into three 
classes-block houses stockades, and 
stations. A block-house was a square 
two-story structure, the upper one 
projecting over the lower a space of 
about two feet, and from this the 
inmates could fire upon an enemy 
attempting to scale the walls. But one 
door opened into the rude and peculiar 
fortresses, and that was made very 
strong, so as to defy entrance by any 
ordinary means of assault. Such places 
of refuge may appear very trifling to 
those who have seen the formidable 
military garrisons of Europe and 
America; but they answered the 
purpose, for the Indians had n° 
^ftilkry. They seldom felt as secure a 
though they bad been in the famous 
of the Mediterranean. To 1 
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class of forts belonged those 
Monroe, as also did DonnaUy’s tor 

Greenbrier. 

EARLY LAND TITLES 


of 


The fertile lands west of the 
mountains was the principal attraction 
to the pioneer, and to possess a portion 
of them he risked his all-his life. But 
the time of which we write it cost 
more to survey the lands than they 
were worth, and this fact gave rise to 
several new titles unheard of save on 
the American frontier. There was no 
feudal system, no victorious conqueror 
to divide the grand estate among those 
who had borne arms in its conquest, so 
the frontiersment “invented” a title of 
their own, or rather several kinds of 
titles, which we here notice. The 
explorer in the wilderness came upon a 
site which he wished to claim for his 
so, near some spring or fountain, 
“deadened” or “belted” a number 
°l trees, and the next visitor in quest 
° a suitable location passed on, 
Raiding the spot as already “taken 

Another title was what was 

Sn°M ,nated lhe “brushheap right" A 
lfr * location was found in sonic 

■ifUilnif Unll_ • .1 « a ▲* 1...L 


at last the i 

?*> a *d at 
Island Emt 
was forev* 
tnencefort 1 
her honor 
years, had 
the sno 


str uggle< 
swamps ( 
land offi 
warrants, 
titles ab< 


A 


For 

settlen 
inhabits 
There \ 
very 1 
accouni 
resultec 
establis 
and no 
weddin 
to m 
forefat 
civtlua 
rude * 
At 


' infer in uw» n»»v...v M ^aine upon •• 
^S^SSch he wished to claim for his 
*** «, near some spring or fountain 

rtSdened- or “belted” a numbCj 
$ trees, and the next visitor i n quest 
r a suitable location passed on 
Warding the spot as already «taken 

up *Another title was what was 
denominated the brushheap right.” A 
suitable location was found in some 
smiling valley by the side of a little 
river and the would-be proprietor cut 
L d built an immense heap or pile of 
brush, and around it deadened the 
timber. The next comer recognized the 
title, somewhat on the principle of the 
right of discovery, and sought another 
location. This last appears to have been 
borrowed from the Cherokee Indians, 
among whom prevailed the custom of 
marking the lines of the hunting 
grounds by belting the timber. 

A third kind of title was what was 
known as a “com right.” It was 
customary with many of the first 
pioneers to leave their families east of 
the mountains, cross over, clear a piece 
of ground and raise a crop of corn 
sufficient for a year’s subsistance, and 
then return and bring the wife and 
little ones to the cabin home in the 
wilderness. During his absence no one 
trespassed upon his premises, for his 
C0rn cro P was regarded as a valid title. 
Under these various titles much ot 
land in Monroe was occupied. But 
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al Iasi the war of the Revolution came 
on, and at its close the title of the 
Island Umpire to the lands in the West 
was forever abrogated, and Virginia 
thenceforth disposed of her hinds to 
her honored sons who, for eight long 
years, hail marched barefooted through 
the snows of New Ungland, or 
struggled through the pestilential 
swamps of the South. She opened a 
laud office, from which were issued 
warrants, or patents, and in which the 
titles above referred to were legalized. 

A PIONEER WEDDING 
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A PIONF.ER WEDDING 


For a long time after the First 
settlement of this section the 
inhabitants, as a rule, married young 
There was no distinction of rank, and 
very little of fortune. On these 
accounts, the first impression of love 
resulted in marriage: and a family 
establishment cost but a little labor 
and nothing else. A glance at a pioneer 
wedding of a hundred years ago serves 
to mark the mannors of our 
forefathers, and shows the grade of 
civilization which has succeeded their 
rude social condition. 

At that time a wedding created a 
great sensation, and attracted the 
attention of what is now an entire 
county. This is not surprising when it is 
remembered that this was almost the 
only gathering which was not attended 
with the labor of reaping, log-rolling, 
building a cabin, or planning some 
campaign against a barbarous foe. A 
wedding is announced, and the 
company, consisting of the inhabitants 
of a dozen miles around, has gathered. 
Let us look at it. An assemblage of 
people, without a store, tailor, milliner 
or mantua-makcr within a hundred 
miles. An assemblage of horses, 
without a blacksmith or saddler within 
an equal distance. The gentlemen 
dressed in shoe packs, moccasins, 
leather breeches, leggins. linsey hunting 
shirts, and all home made. The ladies in 
linsey skirts, coarse shoes, coarse linen 
sunbonnets and buckskin gloves, if 
any. If there were any buckles, rings, 
buttons or ruffles, they were the relics 
of olden times-family pieces from 
parents or grandparents. The horses 
were caparisoned with old saddles, old 



bridles or halters, and pack saddles Jo 
with a Hear skin or piece of coarse Cc 
doth thrown over them; a piece of K. 
,op* or buckskin thong often was Cl 
substituted for the girth. Such was the M 
appearance ol the wedding company in S! 

Monroe and the Greenbrier valley a || 

hundred years ago. F 

WEDDINGS OF 1799 f 


We here give a list of those who 
were among the first to enter the 
marriage relation in Monroe county, 
lot they year 1799. They were: John 
At buckle and Nancy Stadghill. John 
Ion nis and Polly Kincaid, George 
Kooutz and Peggy Keenan, John 

Nicholas and Margaret Swope, 
Bartholomew Kamscy and Margaret 
Wiseman, I loyd Upton and Nancy 
Alderson. diaries Sliovcr and Anna 
Eegg. Joseph Canterbury and Elizabeth 
Thompson. Allen Christian and Nancy 

< no per, lames Willey and Ann 

NwJnnoy, Henry Miller and Rhoda 
Brooking. Isaac Edwards and Delila 
Nuiitli, llillery Blankenship and Betsey 
Walker Charles Meek and Elizabeth 

• lilsled, Edward Monolian and Mary 

< uke, Kiehtttd MeNeely and Mary 

lllaukensliiD, Istuie Dawson and Mary 
I Minlini. George Park and EUzatvth 

hown. William lee and Polly Davis. 

, hn 1 'Cm iiioii and Mary Kerr. Zebulon 
I ewis and Jane Best 
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S, Isaac Edwards and Dc.Ua 
Omith Ilillery Blankenship and Betsey 
Walker,* Charles Meek and Elizabeth 
Halsted Edward Monohan and Mary 
Clarke Richard McNeely and Mary 
Blankenship, Isaac Dawson and Mary 
Dunbar, George Park and Elizabeth 
Brown, William Lee and Polly Davis, 
John Lemmon and Mary Kerr, Zebulon 
Lewis and Jane Best. 

WEDDINGS OF 1800 

Samuel Engle and Elizabeth Miller, 
George Johnston and Nancy Johnston, 
William Wood and Mary Ann McGraw, 
Abner Lewis and Eleanor Dickson, 
Joseph McClung and Elizabeth Ellis, 
Robert Dew and Nancy Wallace, 
George McGuire and Nancy Miller, 
Reuben Wharton and Elizabeth Gullet, 
John W. Nutt and Ruth Legg, John H. 
Ralison and Abagail Phillips, James 
Humphries and Isabella Charlton, John 
Jefferies and Sarah Night, Jelson Legg 
and Mary Jefferies, Thomas Lowe and 
Rachel Wickline, Obediah Neal and 
Sarah Miller, Calton Ester and 
Elizabeth Winkleblack, John Johnston 
and Rachel Johnston, William Mathews 
terry, Joseph Morey and 
Sally Higgins, John Greenlee and Mary 
ten, John Clark and Susanna Ballard, 
James Henderson and Elizabeth Madd\ 
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ioteph Swope anil Molly lliml,. |» ulk . 

tZoLt nod Kc»«m -.. Ihomi.non, 

»nd Rhod# Men. Joiqph 
n*ypoto *> ul Mmumel llm.kcy, 
m7o!i mid Nini.y limn I|,„, 
Cannon mnl 

1111 Iniwiiv mnl Mi/awln I*ralley, 
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,i/k 1 So full lull, llnnnan IlitlluiU lllU | 
\uyyy While, 
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joilII I II 111pkIn and Klteubcth 
/V hlull I, I>i»niel Hendrix and Ann 
Kcutly. lo lin Mann mid MUloy Harney 
Willimii llnrlln mnl Belay Paul, J wnHj * 
I/ll/, and Socle Woo did do, huac 
lluKliiiifKMi and Sally llallard. John 
Neely and Maillia Neely Thouuix 
MUlialrltk and Katharine Humphries, 
Daniel Millet and I'.ll/.aheth Comber, 
Cemyr WldlocoHon iifid Marfliu leary. 
lamed IhoinpNon and Polly ChiHtln. 

David Pain and I*.I1 /iiIm- Hi Nosamon. 
Aledainlei llilHon and KoIhh-CM Howls, 
Idmu Slroud and PHoIk* Diekinson, 

loliu Pink mid lane llulehtnson, 

SntlHiel Pack and Sarah Brown, Joseph 
Cook and Ann lewis. Soil) Mid m sou 
and Polly («aliiltOti, William Wiaomun 
mid Polly l(iiinm\V, lhn|ninln lleiiv ami 
M a i y Ann UojjgONN, AloXillulci 

Monljjomory and Anne Minty. RoIhmI 
Merle and Sally Champ. I lirso WOIV 
llu’v who lonnded Hie laniilie* ol 
Moiimm al Hie l/opinttinp of Hie piosoid 
eenluiy, and niany. veiv many ol Hio 

‘ *• ll'lp»|l«|tt|t (Hid |ilO‘.|N'|OHS jH'opIo dl 

* li •' i o n n ( y loony a i e i hoi 1 

oodaiilfi. 


Namhaiivi oi uii < \picki 
01 MkN M \l<<« AMI 1 II \NI > 


>' .I"' 

,M.I M"' 

11- 

vih ,s ' 


[K> 

,(h Milk’ 1 - 
Pick son. 

•th Fills. 
Walace. 

Miller. 

1 Gullet. 
Jv'hn H. 

James 
n. John 
w Legg 
»e and 
ai and 
r and 
hrtstun 
*r.N.wv 
7 and 
I Van 


S*'” ,,0 :„!,.Ann 


.nil /%•••• 1 owis. Seth MahuL Ph 
“T k |Vll' t-diilion. William Wi*. ** 1 ' 

ivih K .tn^’V- Itenjamln Bcny^* 1 ' 

r» Ann Boggess, Alex/*^ 
M 1 r ,;„wi,orv and Anno Murry, R-J?'* 
and Sallv Champ. 

:,L w ho founded the families ^ 
Imv ii ^ginning of the pt 
Jniun. and niany. very many 0 f 
enterprising and prosperous pcopfc * 
the county today ate the,, 

descendants. 


\ \RR\TlVE OF THE capture 
OF MRS. MARG ARET H.ANLY 
paulee by the 
SHAWNEE INDIANS. 

(Dictated b> herself to her grandson, 
Allen T. Caperton. a few years before 

her death! 

The narrator of the following in 
after years became Mrs. Margaret 
Hanl\ Erskme. Her death occurred oo 
the 3d of June. 1 $42, in the 90th rear 
of her age. The scene of the capture 
related below is located on Rich creek, 
a short distance east of Peterstown. m 
Monroe countv. 

“It was in the fall (,23 Septerr^f 
9), that Margaret Paulee and het 
husbaod, John Paulee. with one 
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/female) child, about one year old, set 
-nil from the county of Monroe in a 
journey to Kentucky, for the purpose 
l 0 f establishing themselves. They were 
attacked by a party of Indians, who as 
it was conjectured, had some notice of 
the projected trip, and waylaid them 
for the purpose ot making captives. 
There were six Indians, and the party 
in company with Mr. Paulee, consisted 
of Mr. P. and wife, Robert Wallis, Brice 
Miller and James Paulee. Each man was 
armed with a rifle, but there being no 
cause to apprehend an attack, only one 
was loaded. It was about 12 o'clock, 
when I was riding in front of the cattle 
we were taking with us with my baby 
in my arms. We were about five miles 
from the mouth of East river, when 1 
was alarmed by the report of a gun 
which seemed to have been fired from 
behind a log, at which my horse took 
fright, and at the same moment I heard 
my husband's voice calling to me 
repeatedly to ride back. I turned to 
obey the summons when one of the 
party of Indians came brom behind a 
tree, pulled me from my horse and 
struck me senseless with his club. What 
took place during this state of 
insensibility I never knew, except what 
J could gather from the Indians, but 
of poor Wallis and my 
husband's gun were objects that met 
eyes upon recovering, bearing 
'^oence of the scene that must have 
oeen enacted. There was also in our 
™P*ny the wife of Wallis, and also 
2* "ifc and child of James Paulee 
ihc latter we 
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hcfn'tU “ i 0 *',? 1 which '"S' l>«Me t,,„k 
KJ,|il. and al lhc same moment I heard 

,V husbands voice calling 
Jepeatcdly to nde back. 1 lurnc<1 , 

,hcv ' hc summons wllcn one of the 
party Of Indians came brom behind a 
f“ c pulled me from my horse and 
'.ruck ine senseless with his club. What 
took place during ‘his state of 

insensibility 1 never knew, except what 

I could gather from the Indians, but 
l he scalp of poor Wallis and my 
husband’s gun were objects that met 
my eyes upon recovering, bearing 
evidence of the scene that must have 
been enacted. There was also in our 
company the wife of Wallis, and also 
the wife and child of James Paulee 
The latter were taken prisoners and 
placed on a log beside me after I had 
been restored to consciousness. It was 
while we sat on the log that an Indian 
came with the reeking scalp of poor 
Wallis, who of course had been killed. 
My husband when he saw me dragged 
from my horse, ran up and fought over 
my body with three of the Indians, 
using nothing but the hilt end of his 
gun, when one of them put his gun to 
his breast and shot him through. He, 
thinking his wife and child were both 
dead, and that he had received a mortal 
wound, left the strife and started on 
his way back. He fainted several times, 
and observed the Indians watching him 
attentively, expecting him to fall from 
the effects of the shot. Coming to a 
:[J rn * n the road he left it, probably 
e ®® c .ting his escape. He had 
ost his gun in the scuffle, but took 
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another which he carried with him. 
After going some distance in the woods 
he lay down expecting to die, but after 
resting he felt revived, and leaving his 
gun set out again for Woods fort on 
Rich creek. When he came to New river 
he waded it, and by the guidance and 
assistance of John Woods he was 
enable to reach the fort, where he died 
in a short time, under the full belief 
that his wife and child had fallen under 
the tomahawk of the merciless Indians. 

“After recovering from the stunning 
effects of the blow which I had 
received, 1 observed my infant lying a 
short distance from me, which 1 took 
into my arms, fondly hoping to afford 
it a shelter; but all my care was soon 
arrested by the approach of an Indian, 
who tore my child from my arms, 
killed it with a club, and then threw it 
barbarously on the ground. The child 
of James Paulee afterwards met with 
the same fate. The party who went in 
pursuit of the Indians found the body 
of my child, which had been protected 
from the wolves by a little dog that 
was lying by its side. The body of the 
other child had been almost entirely 
destroyed by wolves. 

“The five Indians, and one white 
man named Morgan, who seemed more 
barbarous than the Indians, after 
possessing themselves of whatever of 
the baggage they could conveniently 
tarry, and taking twelve of the horu-v 
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arrested by the approach of an Indian, 
who tore my child from my arms, 
killed it with a club, and then threw it 
barbarously on the ground. The child 
of James Paulcc afterwards met with 
the same fate. The party who went in 
pursuit of the Indians found the body 
of my child, which had been protected 
from the wolves by a little dog that 
was lying by its side. The body of the 
other child had been almost entirely 
destroyed by wolves. 

"The five Indians, and one white 
man named Morgan, who seemed more 
barbarous than the Indians, after 
possessing themselves of whatever of 
tlie baggage they could conveniently 
carry, and taking twelve of the horses, 
placed me on my horse and Mrs. Paulee 
on hors and set out. The beds were 
ripped open, the feathers emptied and 
the ticking taken. We started up the 
north fork of East river, an Indian 
leading iny horse. We continued on oui 
wav. traveling in the middle of the 
water for a mile or more, and then 
went in the direction of the Blue 
Stone, traveling all da> and ail night, 
never stopping until late the next 
night, when we encamped, our captors 
taking care to build their fire in a sink 
hole. I suffered much during those wo 
days, tuning had repeated falls frer¬ 
un horse, caused b> the 
Morgan, who seemed to take - 
malicious pleasure cutting *v> vrs' 
and causing turn to throw -e over 
head l oouVd learn nothing of :S*.: 
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precaution to secure us than to place 
us pretty well in their mist, and taking 
our shoes, which were returned to us 
ncxl morning. I frequently thought of 
attempting to make my escape, hut 
every time I raised my hand an Indian 
would raise his. I ate nothing for two 
or three days. The savages seemed 
desirous that we should partake of 
whatever they got to eat. Those who 
killed my child were now kinder than 
the rest. I had prepared myself with a 
little dried beef, biscuit and cheese, 
which I partook of. I also had a bottle 
of spirits to use in case of sickness, 
which was still hanging to the horn of 
my saddle, but becoming alarmed lest 
they might get drunk and become 
more barbarous, 1 loosed it arid let if 
fall in the weeds, where it may remain 
to this day. 

1 fhe next day we continued our 


route in a westward direction through 
a wilderness, nothing occurring until 
we reached the Ohio river, where they 
placed our saddles in a canoe and 
crossed it, the Indians swimming beside 
he horses, arid then across to the 
bcioto, and thence to the Miami. The 
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10 “The^next day we continued out 
route in a westward direction through 
a wilderness, nothing occurring until 
wc reached the Ohio river, where they 
placed our saddles in a canoe and 
crossed it, the Indians swimming beside 
the horses, and then across to the 
Scioto, and thence to the Miami. The 
Scioto we crossed at the old 
Chillicothe town. We forded the 
Miami, and came in sight of the 
Shawnee town, where we camped, and 
the next morning the Indians gave 
signal by firing the guns, and giving a 
peculiar yell, that they had returned 
with prisoners, plunder and scalps. The 
object in stopping was to prepare for 
some ceremonies attending all whose 
lot it was to be prisoners. They came 
shouting and rejoicing, and one of 
them approached me and held out his 
hand. I offered mine in return, when 
he struck me a blow which brought me 
to the earth. The chief of the gang that 
had taken us seemed enraged at this 
treatment and interposed for my 
protection. The sympathy created by 
this treatment probably saved me from 
the necessity of running the gauntlet, 
which all prisoners have to undergo, 
and which the savages call a 
welcoming. The manner of it is, a large 
number of squaws and Indian boys 
place themselves along a line, armed 
with clubs and switches; the prisoner is 
required to run an appointed distance, 
and to undergo all the blows that can 
inflicted. I saw two boys named 
Monit who were brought in and forced 
to run the gauntlet. They were started. 
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„ 4 on o turned upon the first blow and 
burned it. which pleased the Indian, 

£ “hat he escaped the balance and w as 
dented. Through the interference 0 f 
,he chief 1 escaped running the 
gauntlet, but my foUow-pnsoner Was 
Forced to undergo it and suffered sever- 
c \s We were then taken before the 
council and through an interpreter 
questioned closely. They inquired par¬ 
ticularly if my husband was not a 
captain, and upon my replying in the 
negative they cautioned me not to tell 
a lie, being assured that he was a 
captain by the courageous manner in 
which he had behaved. Upon further 


[armed Jest consultation it was determined that 1 
d become should be adopted in the family of Wa- 
and let if ba-kah-kah-to, into which family, 
ay remain having been gifted with the white 

waumpum belt, I entered. This chief 
nued our was king of the tribe, and had been at 

1 trough the battle of the Point, where he was 

iflg until wounded. After my adoption 

KTe they Wa-ba-kah-kah-to told me I must be 
D ^ 2 °d contented, to fear no one, and not to 

beside be ordered by any of the women. My 

10 Jj* greatest and most distressing appre- 

hension was that they should take it 
. 0 ^ l beii heads to compel me to marry 

° nc of the Indians, and this 

2 “ apprehension was rendered strong 

and from the cond.u t » ^hite ftm* 
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' kins of the tribe and had be^f 

of tho Point, wheretcV 

founded. After my »Uo nt > 

Wa-ba-kali-knl.-to told me I 

contented, to tear no one. an <l „ ' ** 
be ordered by any of the 
greatest and most distressing a * My 
hensiott was that they should ta K te - 
into their heads to compel me to U 
one of the Indians, and 
apprehension was rendered strong 
from the conduct of a white f e *&t 
prisoner, who had intermarried ®* e 
hearing that it had been proposed 
me, and that if I did not consent 10 
would be murdered. I communi cat 1 
m v uneasiness to Wa-ba-kah-kah t 
who informed me that I need not f? ’ 
anything, that there would never 5 
any compulsion if I was unwilling 06 
“I was likewise further relieved h 
Simong Girty, who, soon after 1 w ° a y 
captured, came to see us, and informed 
us that we need not fear on that score 
that they were not the people to 
compel any one to such a course. The 
Indian who killed my child seemed 
particularly desirous to atone for his 
barbarity, by various acts of kindness, 
such as sending for me to partake of 
anything he got. I suffered greatly, 
niore than I otherwise would have 
done, from being in a delicate 
condition. I saw McKee and Girty 
°i ten- the former was a gentlemanly 
? an ’ and there were Simon, James and 
'.urge, a ]j three had Indian wives. T1 h‘ 
la f? s thought a great deal of McKe tf 
n ^ lrt y "Hiere was an Indian chief 
named Blue Pocket, who had roarr^ J 


h^lf-French woman of Detroit, who 
lived in great style, had curtained beds 
nd silver spoons. I was fond of visiting 
this house; they always seemed kind, 
Jnd desirous of givimg me tea, etc. He 
had his negro slaves; so had McKee. 
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“Nothing of moment occurred until 
the May after my capture, when my 
little boy was bom. An old Indian 
sauaw took a chunk of fire and 
conducted me to the woods, where 1 
was left alone with nothing but a 
shelter of bushes over me for the space 
of ten days, when 1 was permitted to 
return to the town. The squaws seemed 
very much delighted with my child, 
carrying it through the town, showing 
it with great joy, seeming to think it a 
beauty. There was a string of com 
brought me and a mortar to pound it 
in, but luckily a man from Detroit, 
who had engaged me to make him a 
shirt, came with a kerchief of flour. 
About a year after I had been taken 1 
met with a young man named Thomas 
McGuire, who had previously been 
taken by the Indians, but got out of 
their hands by joining a company ot 
rangers, who informed me all about the 
defeat and death of my husband. 
Nothing of importance occurred until 
the summer of 1780, when Col. Clark 
!Jtad e his incursion upon the Indian*, 
•he Indians knew of Clark*s advance 
fr °m the time he crossed the Ohio, and 
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*!Sruin5. who * ,ad Pf cvious| y been * 
^ « by the Indians, but got out of ? 
tak v hands by joining a company of 
tb ctlr who informed me all about the 

and death ol my husband 
d f #Mne of importance occurred until 
rtEnmer of 1780, when Col. Clark 
t,lC .„ h is incursion upon the Indians 
S indians knew of Clark’s advance 
.v m the time he crossed the Ohio, and 
Reined very much alarmed. I was 
iTkcn with other P ris °ners, and 
Lc/eted in the woods within hearing of 
?rine After the battle was over we 
returned to the town (Pickaway), 
which was entirely laid waste, where 
W e stayed about a week-gathered 
of the corn and dried it, when I was 
taken with the fever and ague. We then 
left and went on fifty or one hundred 
miles. I had my horse and saddle, 
which 1 was permitted to ride, while 
the squaws carried large packages. We 
went where the hunting was good and 
lived the whole winter on meat. 1 
suffered with fever and ague about 
eight weeks. At this place we settled, 
lived in camp during the winter, and 
afterwards built a town which was 
palled McKeestown. I employed myself 
in sewing, got two shillings a shirt and 
no ^ our a day. In the summer ot 
1 '82 there arose a difficulty which had 
nearly put an end to my car eer. A 

part y °f Indians, headed by the same 
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individual who had taken inc prUonef 
and kill' d my child. agreed upon an 
rxiHuhtlon into Kentucky for the name 
purpo* (lull had formerly taken them 
fo Virginia, which expedition 
f ortfllnnlcd hy the death of chief 
W a ha p u n i t «> the hod of 
Wa ha-kah-kah-lo. 

" The newa of hin death wan received 
with sorrowful lamentations by all of 
the tribes. IIih father was inconsolable, 
and required something to appease him 
lot hi n loss. There had been taken in 
Ken lucky two boys, Jacky Calaway, 
about 9 years old, and Dicky Hoy, 
about 12, who were placed with us, 
and lived in Wa-ba-pusito’s house. The 
old chief, notwithstanding all the 
partiality lie had shown for me, was so 
grieved by the death of his son that he 
conceived the horrid idea of avenging 
his loss hy burning within his own 
house the prisoners he had made, the 
two hoys and myself. I had observed a 
considerable commotion for several 
days before I was enabled to ascertain 
its cause, when by accident as I passed 
a blacksmith shop, I overheard the 
white man inquire if 'that was the 
woman to be burned. This made me 
inquire, and to my surprise and horror 
learned that the old chief had resolved 
upon my destruction. I also learned 
further, that the greatest exertions had 
been made to avert our doom, that 
nnmhiTv of Indians had interceded m 
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two boys and myself i S 3 made > the 

considerable commotiL^ 0 ^ a 
days before I was enabled 5° r sever al 
Its cause, when by accident T crta in 
a blacksmith shoo i T 1 passe d 

white man inquire if *^ er . heaid the 
woman to be burned Th Was the 
inquire, and to my surnrT*! IPadc me 
learned that the oId^defh^ d horror 
upon my destruction ii d r ? so,ved 
further, that the great*./ lso . 'earned 
been made to amt o!r JX ( , e ^ tlons had 
numbers of Indians h^d • ? 0rn; that 

Old chief 

I f S ^ asscnlb ly of nearly alHhe tribes 

» f 0 S . l “ w "“*-. 'yrta-kikah S 

her chief of considerable 

wh^ Cte f lu OVer the council fire the 
\vhok of the night, consulting upon 

the place of our death, the chief using 

every argument to defend, and 

wa-oa-kah-kah-to intent upon burning 

us. This I ascertained through my own 

tars, tor having learned enough of the 

Shawnee language to understand the 

principal part of what was said. I 

concealed myself' in their vicinity and 

heard all that passed between them. 

The morning, however, after this, a 

messenger arrived from McKee, with a 

wampum belt and a talk, the substance 

of u hich was that he would not sutler 

the execution. 


The old chief, I suppose, finding 
himself opposed by so many, and so 
violently, proposed at length that if the 
interpreter would give him a 
handsomely mounted rifle which Ik* 
luul in his hand that it woidd all Ik* 
forgotten, to which the interpreter 
immediately uceded, and thus a rifle 
gun appeased what all argument of 
prudence or mercy, aided by an 
acknowledged partiality, failed to 
effect. After this look place the old 
chief# manner ami treatment was the 
same, following the advice of McKee, I 
disguised my knowledge of what had 
Ikcii in contemplation. The two boys 
were adopted, ami little Jucky Cutaway 
was place with me. 
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I hoard through the Indians of 
Crawford's defeat, capture and death; 
N1,w Ihe Indians upon their return from 
ilio light with scalps. The reason they 
gave tor treating Crawford so 
•mi lutiously was m retaliation for 
accounts of the death of Cornstalk, 
ani * 11 Shawnee king who had 
1 ° ,n, hdnded .it the battle of the Point, 
and who bad surrendered himself and 
*° M i,s hostages, and were tioachciousl\ 
nundeied by Ai buckle's men. who 

miHofri 11 ! 0110 ! 1 wt ,ho *^hlt. Ilus WON 
(0 l In*it coiuimiiukTs or dots 

Cnlui 1 II! 1 U,U,0f (,| c that 

ak s blends had muuk tod one 
dltuoie a shot | h,m kl 


“Bctwci 
death and 
ransom 
occurred 
c o in f o t a 
savages, ai 
any t oI 
meeting v 
lx* tween 
had not s 
there v 
attempts 
chief rep 
1 was no 
would tv 
and had 
Mr. Higj 
in my t 
tried hat 
sincere, 
price 
Indeed, 
the Indt 
whom I 



Da -YTof the death of ComstaiK, 

8 T Shawnee king who had 
iin d a Shaw batUc 0 f the Point, 

who hid surrendered himself and 
ion is hostages, and were treacherously 
murdered by Arbucklc's men, who 
were stationed at the Point. This was 
contrary to their commander s orders 
and done under the pretext that 
Cornstalk’s friends had murdered one 
Gilmore a short time before, it is 
stated in a book called Border Warfare 
that an Indian calling .himself 
Job Hollis, who pretended friendship 
towards Capt. Arbuckle, but betrayed 
him was recognized as one ol the slam 
at Donnally’s fort, but this is a 
mistake, as I saw and talked with Hollis 
during my captivity among the 
Shawnees, about his exploits in 
Greenbrier. 

“The marriage ceremonies among 
the Shawnees consists in boiling a large 
vessel of dumpiins, which were served 
out by the chief squaw in small vessels 
that every guest is expected to bring 
for the wedding. The dumpiins the 


guest take home and eat, and the day 
following the bridegroom goes out and 
kills a deer which he presents to his 
wife, who takes it to her mother. She 


gives him bread and he gives her meat. 
The squaws do the principal part of the 
courting, the men being for the most 
part modest even to bashfulness. From 
the time of his adoption little Jack 
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_ . lived with me, and was a ere,, 

^mfort and relief, lie had to take ^ 

morning plunge with the other Indians 
™°Z r and summer, and frequently ha ; 
vvinI .. into the cabin with 


Ivin ter and summer, auu n^ M uenuy w 
i conic into the cab.n with icicT s 
hanging to Ills hair. I always had a r Ue 
on hand for him. 


“Between the period of Crawford's 
death and the time an attempt to 
ransom me was made, nothing 
occurred worth transcribing. I lived as 
comfotably as one could among 
savages, and apart from friends without 
any tolerable probability of ever 
meeting with them. The hostile feelings 
between the Shawnees and Americans 
had not subsided. In the summer of ’82 


there were strong but ineffectual 

“ ia . ns ?* attempts made to redeem me. The old 
h > chief replied to all their proposals that 

™ they 1 W3S n0t 3 S,ave t0 S0ld 1111(1 that 
3 rd so would not with me. I was adopted 

ion for and income one of his family. A 
mstalk biggins, whose generous exertions 

o had M . my behalf can never be forgotten, 

: Point 1116(1 llar<1 - The old chiefs feelings were 

elf and Slncer e, and I do not think that any 

srously p r j ce cou ld have overcome them. 

. who indeed, there seemed on the part of all 

ns was 1 ! ( Indians, the squaws especially with 

°fder*, ^ 1001 I had been living, an attachment 

! that '°waxd me as ardent and affectionate 

d one J ' ur, i I have ever known among nW 

ll L °wn klri/lr««al j u. 
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Mr. I!ig£« ns - . whosc &™rou s c XCr X; A 
in my behalf can never be for Cat ‘ n ' 
tried hard. The old chief's fcelinf^n, 
sincere, and I do not think 
nricc could have overcome .u^V 
Indeed, there seemed on the part 

* • —tVio cmiQUic . >. <jJ| 

»th 
^nt 


*s among 
ng a large 
re served 
ill vessels 
to bring 
>lins the 
the day 
out and 
5 to his 
(*r. She 
■t meal, 
tof the 
* most 
L From 


the Indians, the squaws especially 
whom l had been living, an attachm' 1 * 
toward me as ardent and affect,o'^ 1 
as any I have ever known among * te 
own kindred and friends. My fef^V 
toward the old chief were of cq^s 
anv/hing but affectionate after l h* 
discovered his desire to sacrifice m 
and my child to appease his ang er ^ e 
account of the death of his son 
when I perceived that the only obstacle 
to my redemption was his will, it 
not be wondered at that 1 wished, nay 
that I prayed fervently for his death 
My prayer, however sinful it may seem 
was followed by his death. On the day 
before he died 1 was summoned to 
attend him. when he expressed a 
consciousness that his end was nigh. 
Directing my attention to a point in 
the sky. he informed me that when the 
sun reached that place his spirit would 
take its flight. This presentiment was 
correct, for precisely at the time he 
appointed he expired. He expressed 
peat concern for my situation, was 
|earful that my cabin would not be 
kept supplied with wood, 3°“ 
manifested a regard for me which he 
ttmld not have felt had he known my 
•mysety for his death. My friend. 
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Higgins, immediately after the old 
chiefs death, commenced negotiating 
for my ransom with the son of the old 
man, into whose custody I had gone 
and after a short time succeeded bv 
paying the sum of $200. Yet there was 
an obstacle-the Indians were desirous 
of detaining my child, having taken it 
into their heads that it was not 
included in the bargain. A general 
council of the Shawnees was assembled 
before which I was summoned and 
their view made known regarding my 
child. They alleged that if they were to 
keep the child they would thereby 
have a pledge that 1 would occasionally 
visit them-to all of which I replied that 
I would never go without my child, 
that if it remained I would likewise. 
After this reply and short consultation, 
it was announced to me that I should 
be permitted to go and take my child 
yith me. When I made known my 
determination to the squaws of leaving, 
their demonstrations of sorrow at 
parting with me were truly affecting, 
otwithstanding the prospect of again 
eeting with my friends, I could not 
u shed tears upon parting with the 

vin° r _ crea tures, who seemed so 
eerely attached, and I she tears of 

wh l an< * sorr °w/Poor little Jacky! 
j . would I not have given to have 
en him with me, when he was 
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Acting wi‘h my mends, I could not 
,hcd tears upon parting with the 
nor creatures, who seemed so 
oneerely attached, and I she tears of 
Cnth iov and sorrow.. Poor little Jackvi 


nodi joy and sorrow.'Poor little J ae ky' 
what would I not have given to have 
taken him with me when he was 
eXC Iaiim n g> What shall I do now?’ 

“I was taken to Mr. McCormick 
where 1 lived until the following spring 
when I set out for my home in 
company with eight other ransomed 
captives, and had a tedious travel 
through a wilderness the greater part of 
the way, during which time we 
suffered much for the want of 
something to eat. For three days we 
had nothing whatever to eat, and my 
poor child would have died had it not 
been for the nourishment afforded by 
a few seeds with which 1 had provided 
myself before leaving the Indian 
settlement. I had the good fortune 
soon afterwards to secure a pheasant 
from a hawk, which enable myself and 
child to stand it better. After eight 
ays we reached Pittsburg, when 1 was 
made sensible of the effect of habit, by 
ejng placed in a feather bed, in which 
Pin k Im P oss ible for me to sleep. From 
journey 1 * ^° me We * lac * a very P* easant 

,My son John Paulee grew up 
1 11 every promise and prospect of 
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doing well. He went as secretary to a 
tin company, and had succeeded in 
las n»>i in a tine quantity of furs, with 
" Inch lie and the company were 
descending the Yellow Stone river, 
ssfien thc\ wore attacked by a tribe of 
Maiutau Indians, who murdered nearly 
all. Ik‘ tvuij: among the number. Little 
Jacks was redeemed about a year after 
I left him and came to Kentucks. were 
Ik' hied to a good old age. and died 
a Knit eighteen months ago. 

'Tolls l v aukx\ m> sister-tn-lass. svho 
belonged tv' a couple of squaws, 
MK\veovxl in making her escape about 
before 1 was redeemed. She had 
twn permitted tv* o.' on a 'isrt to 
IV trott for the purpose of tTiding, anc 
whie ;heie gave them llv shp- She 
forested bs the governor at UVtioit 
at w bow house die afterward nurned 
an olYisVf named Vserv The ciYice.' 
Crvd hard for m> rede «■!***. 
tin aua sir wot I) I A ** 

^rnwsl nr lamed 10 
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lhis d m d » f ° r my rcdcm Pbon. With 
Ins man she went to England, and 

afterwards returned to Georgetown, 
where she was finally murdered.'* 

HON. ALLEN T. CAPERTON 
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To whom was dictated the 
foregoing narrative, was born in Union 
Monroe county, on the 21st day of 
November 1810. His ancestors on the 
paternal side were from England, while 
those on the maternal side were from 
the highlands of Scotland. His great 
grandparents were among the "first 
settlers upon the headwaters of the 
C.reat Kanawha a section of country 
then overrun by bands of hostile 
savages, one of which murdered an 
infant ot his grandmother’s and carried 
her into captivity, in which condition 
she remained for a period of four 
years. 

Hugh Cape non, the father of ADen 
I . was a man ot great ability, the 
strictest integrity, and commanded 
great influence in the section of the 
Mate in which he resided. He 
represented his district in the 
thirteenth congress of the United 
States, and was an intimate fikai ad 
ddmirer of Hwu> c ! .a> 
ai * v * other leaders of the U>*ag part . :c 
* hvh he beio tged. 

V v - : v .or passev his ear;*, .ears 
at Union. where v was ibe 

luvlt iwnrs of an tnghsh educicco. 
the d fourteen be went a? 


Huntsville, Alabama, to attend school, 
mill in company with an elder brother 
made the long journey on horseback. 
He afterward attended the University 
of Virginia, and completed his 
education at Yale College in 1832, 
graduating seventh in a class of 
fifty-five, at the age of twenty-two. In 
college, as in after life, he was noted 
for fiis studious habits, industry and 
good deportment; though modest and 
reserved, Ik- was popular with his 


fellow students and Inghh esteemed by 
the faculty. 

Alter leaving college Ire read law in 
the olfuc ol the late Judge Briscoe 
Haldwin at Staunton. Virginia, was 
admitted to the bar in 1832, and began 
( hc practice ot Ins chosen profession at 
!»* loun. Union. In the year 

•S I I he was elected a member of the 

;,Ssv ">bl\ of Virginia, and tn 
‘•♦•I to the State senate. In one or the 
“I I ,u ' l , l ^' s at various times until 
" "‘as a delegate to tl>c 

nation d convention which nominated 

i kVo" ! ' u lo ' ,in ,,K> presidency. In 

" ho "as a delegate to the 

\Z;T"*" w " n»5 

hid * . ‘ '* nx titution N iignua e\ei 
* Jvek in .to >*•> 18*2 that Ik 
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Baldwin at Staunton, Virginia, was 
admitted to the bar in 1 832, and began 
the practice of his chosen profession at 
his native town. Union. In the year 
1841 he was elected a member of the 
general assembly of Virginia, and in 
1844 to the State senate. In one or the 
other houses at various times until 
1860. In 1848 he was a delegate to the 
national convention which nominated 
Zachariah Taylor for the presidency. In 
1850 he was a delegate to the 
convention which formed the most 
liberal constitution Virginia ever 
had. It was in the year 1862 that he 
was elected by the assembly of Virginia 
a member of the Confederate States 
senate, in which capacity he served 
until 1865, when he returned to his 
native county, accepted in good faith 
the results of the war, and once more 
engaged in the practice of his 
profession. In the winter of 1874-5 he 
was elected by the legislature of West 
V “ 1 gl 4 n,a I to tf ie United States senate, 

aIu V°?, k Ws xat in that tody on the 

4th ol March, in the latter year. But his 
tho^u C f th was near, y mn, and on 

h vino d 1 y L ° f Ju, y- I876 ’ after 
f rom g SLrved but one your, he passed 
among the living. His remains 

when- m'* lo b ' s na,m> county, 
( * V 11 ,hat mortal of A Hen I 

c a per ton now repose. 
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,,n »*winter ol IK74-5. he 
cKed «>y li'nisluture of Went 

Xi. i., •" "»■ u,, “ od S V ,U ', S “"“A 0, 

. l ook Ills seal 111 that body on the 
J h.. M,„!h. tail*lulu ; y.*.. Buih» 

.. w .“ ,"7" s .'s™ isr. 

I ho 26th clay of July, IH76, atlci 
iMM.if ss ivest tun one year he passed 
a. noi.fi «l»e Uving. His remains 
weiv biouKnt to l»» s native county, 
wIkmv all that was mortal ol Allen I. 
t'apoi ton now reps'se. 
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I Ik |uv*rnt site of Ok town s\as 
seleetod h\ the court in l' k> Q as the F 
location ot t Ik' puhltc building. It was 
made a town b\ legislative cnactnKnt 
i'n the Mh stay of January. 1800 . In 
Henning's tieneial Statutes for tlut 
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ear. on page 223. will be found n* 
following: ^ . . 

“Bo it enacted by the Genial 

Assembly, that twenty-five ac ^a * 

land, the' property of James Alexander 
ai tire court-house in the county 0 r 
Monroe, as the same has been laid off 
into lots and streets, shall be 
established a town by the name of 
l?nion; and that William Haynes, John 
Grav. John Bymeside, Janies Hanlv 
Michael Erskine, John Hutchison and 
Isaac Esdll shall be and are hereby 
constituted trustees thereof." 

On the 21st day of August, 1799 
these trustess assembled and passed a 
resolution to the effect that 44 the size 
of buildings on each lot must be one 
square log house, or stone or brick of 
the same size, of sixteen feet by 
eighteen feet, from out to out, two 
stories high of a common height, with 
a shingle roof and chimney of brick or 
stone, to be floored and finished in the 
inside in a workmanlike manner.” 

Richard Shanklin is said to have 
the first merchant; he began 
business in the year 1800. Henry 
Alexander and Hugh Caperton. doing 
lousiness under the firm name ot 
Alexander & Co., were the second. 
iaiv? ln * n ® business about the year 
a /> third were Andrew Beirne 
George Beime, doing business as 
r>’. ^ Beime; the fourth was Andre* 

l .l* 11 *’ .J r *» John Burnside, ^ 

^ afterward .1 miiii. mnrt* m 
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Richard Slianklin is said to , 
been the first merchant; he b J> t . 
business in the year 1800 . rc&>h 
Alexander and Hugh Capcrton, » 
business under the firm nan £>g 
Alexander & Co., were the of 

beginning business about the 
1802 The third were Andrew Up- ^ 
and George Beirne doing businT^ 


A & IJ. vvas Arirl* 

Beirne, jr., and Jo *V? Bur nside, 2* 
litter afterward a millionaire ln \i e 
Orleans; the fifth were Benjanu?^ 
Steele and Madison McDaniel, who-* 
firm name was Steele & McDaniel 
They were doing business as late as th 
1840 


It will be seen by reference to the 
history of the first county court 
(1779), that James Alexander was 
granted a license to keep an ordinary at 
his house, where Union now stands, 
but the first hotel proper was built by 
Charles Friend in the year 1802. Six 
years later, in 1808, Henry Alexander 
built the second hotel. It still stands 
and is now know as the Union House, 
with Cyrus S. McKenzie as proprietor. 
The first resident minister was the Rev. 
John McCue, the first Presbyterian 
preacher in the Greenbrier country. 
The post office was established w 
1800, with James A. Shanklin i 
postmaster. The office was kept i 
small log house which still stan s 



the lot now owned by C. A. Shank llr. 
and brothers. 

The town was incorporated in )n ( H 
I he charter bearing date or, the 14th <,r 
j„ly of t hat year The first officers 
were Allred I Inllips, mayor; 

Callaway, recorder; Andrew Prentice 
A. G. Tebbetts, G. W. Davis, John k’ 
Wiseman and William Monroe 
councilman and D. C. Callaway’ 
sergeant. The present are A. u’ 
Connell, mayor; W. S. l.arly, recorder 
C. A. Shanklin, R. J. Crebbs, Lewii 
Spangler, C. M. Davis and Dr. J. [ 
Dunlap, councilmen; and J. L. Fry 
sergeant and street commissioner. 

There are in the town at present 
three general mercantile 
establishments, one grocery and 
confectionery, two drug stores, one 
harness shop, one bank, one barber 

shop, two hotels, one newspaper (Th* 
Border Watchman), two silversmith 
one shoemaker, one tannery, tw< 
blacksmiths, four resident physician 1 
t ™ 0 resident ministers, ten restden 
attorneys, one dentist, one cabtne 
roakcr and two carpenters. 

UNION PRESBYTERIAN CHI KOI 
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, two noic». vine newspaper (The 
sl &CT Watchman), two silversmiths 
l *° shoemaker, one tannery, two 
uHcksmith*. four resident physicians, 
« resident ministers, ten resident 
*V»mevs, one dentist, one 
and two carpenters. 

UNION PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 
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The church now known as the 
Union Presbyterian Church was 
originally known by the name of 
‘‘Good Hope, and afterwards by that 
0 f ''Concord," bearing one or the other 
0 f these names as long as the 
congregation worshipped in the first 
church building. That structure stood 
about one and a half miles south of the 
village of Union, in the midst of a 
grove of towering oaks, over-looking 
the deep vale through which Indian 
creek winds its way. It was built of 
unhewn logs, on a stone foundation, 
and was about twenty-five feet square. 
In all probability it was in every 
respect just like the two houses of 
worship built by the people of 
Greenbrier county (Of which Monroe 
was a part) about the same time, which 
Uie Rev. Dr. McElhcny, in his 
semi-centennial sermon, described as 
niadc of unhewn logs, covered with 
.P boards, and the floors laid with 
PJ CC ^ S ol hewn timber, instead of 
Pank. Mo provision was made for 
Ruining them, but when the weather 
j 4,s c °hJ huge log fires were kindled in 
u, [ of the building for the comfort 

me congregation. 
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After the county of Monroe was 
formed (1799) and a court-house was 
erected with a village laid out as a 
county seat, the log church on Indian 
creek (just described) was abandoned, 
and the congregation worshiped in the 
court-house; when the weather was 
pleasant, however, and large numbers 
came together, as was common, 
particularly on communion occasions, 
wot ship was lield m a shady grove ol 
large sngai maples adjacent to the 
village. 

In (Ik- veai 1875 the rums of tins 
churuh wvtv visited by Hj- S. h- 
llouslon, in company with tkorge w 
llulctimson, one ol the deacons ot the 
pu ac ill oi gam/at km. who found them 
without difficulty .mud theu romantic 
Minounduigs live ptveiw time when » 
wa» eiciicd cannot be ascertained, but 

(torn I he Ivsi information now to tv 
obtained, it uavoivvtcd about the '<■*' 
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willimit difficulty amid their romantic 
.surroundings. The precise time when it 
was erected cannot be ascertained, but 
from the t>cst information now to be 
obtained, it was erected about the year 
1794. 

The majority of the early settlers 
emigrated from the valley of Virginia, 
and were generally of “Scotch-lrish" 
descent, with a goodly number of 
l.nglish and Germans, whose posterity 
for in a respected and influential 
portion of the community at the 
present time. The first permanent 
settlement within the present limits of 
Monroe and Greenbrier counties was 
made about the year 1769, and not 
long after this event missionaries came 
out on the frontier and labored among 
the people. When l)r. McElheny first 
visited this country, which was very 
early in the present century, the 
tradition was that a Mr. Crawford, who 
came from the south branch of the 
Potomac, was the first minister who 
visited the Greenbrier valley. The 
names of l'razier Read and others 
were also mentioned, but nothing 
definite has ever been ascertained as to 
the precise jvnod of then labors, the 
length of time they remained, or b> 
whom they wete sent. I heir ministry, 
however, seems to not have been 
without gratifying results. In the 
meantime the ministers of tin' Baptist 
ami Methodist churches found their 
\va\ to tins section, and the Rev John 
Alderson, of the former, organized a 
chinch in 1781, white the Utter 
lot mod the old M Rehoboth*' church in 
the \ eai 1 78b. 


The Rev. John McOue organized tire 
church now called Union in the year 
1783 (it was then called Good Hope), 
on Indian creek. Mr. MeCuc was 
licensed to preach the gospel by “old 
Hanover Presbytery.” at Timber Ridge 
Church, May 22, 1782. He preached 
his sermon for ordination at “Old 
Monmouth,” May 20. 1783, and the 
ordination services were ordered to 
take place in the congregation of 
“Camp Union” (now Lewisburg) and 
“Good Hope,” on the first Wednesday 
of August, 1783, Mr. Hodge to preach 
the sermon, Mr. McConnel to preside, 
and Mr. Crawford to give the charge; 
Mr. Scott and Mr. Houston were also 
appointed to attend. 


Mr. McCue was one of the twelve 
ministers that constituted Lexington 
Presbytery at its organization on the 

-in inn ^ e P tem ^ 5er > 1786. September 
1791, he was released from the 
^'hurches of Greenbrier, of which 
PP 1 ® 0 was then a part. As a pioneer 
minister his name should be held in 

£ ? Ce f with those °f Revs. 
Mr ^ ra wford and Montgomery. 
r m ; or M , cCU r . was succeeded in the 
IS? r £* c of the Union church by the 
Kev Benjamin Grigsby m the vea, 
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Wilson, C’niwlonl and Montgomery. 

Mi McCuc was succeeded in llu 
.Msioiali* of I lie Union church by the 
Kiv Benjamin Grigsby in tin* year 
,794 No records remain to show what 
was done during his ministry here, 
which, however, continued only a 
short lime, when he returned to the 
f.^ist and (hero was now a period ot 
several years during which the church 
was without a pastor. 

II was in the year 1808 that the 
celebrated Dr. McElhcny was installed 
pastor of this and the Lewisburg 
churches. He was licensed by 
Lexington Presby tery February 11, 
1808, at New Providence church, in 
Rockbridge county, of which the Rev. 
Samuel Brown was pastor. l)r. 
McElheny preached his first sermon in 
the house of William Haynes, in the 
gap now the residence of Mrs. R. 
McNutt and the second in the 
court-house at Union. He continued to 
be the pastor of the Union church 
from 1808 to 1835-a period of nearly 
twenty-seven years-dunng all of which 
time his regular appointments were at 
Union and various points in the 
neighborhood of Mount Pleasant, 
among them the private residences of 
James Murdock and George kinkuid. 
During Dr. McElheny's pastorate Ik* 
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<*» ^fluently assisted °y me Hcv 
wits ru J. f .,| 1;l , n . who preached r 0r tw,; 
^!opk ol t»“c Ciap for more 

Vl On the 26111 day of October, 1 84Z> 
i R.-v Samuel R Houston w as 
slated supply. He had spent 
. ,1 years as a missionary in Greet* 
Itirko). laboring under , h(! 
a Ac tion of the American board of 
for ften missions, and having been 
,wonted from returning to the Ea sl 
p a more distant field Persia the way 
‘ is open for his acceptance ot a call to 
labor with the Union and Mount 
Pleasant churches, a field he has been 
occupying tor a period ot torty-one 
vcirs During this portion of his 
pastorate, before the division of the 
Union church, 269 members were 
added, and since that event the names 
of 107 mom have been placed upon 
the church register In the forty-one 
\cars of the pastor's ministry, he has 
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THE GREENBRIER 
baptist CHURCH 


Every student ol American churn, 
history must read the story 0 f th h 
organization with the deepest interest 
for the reason that it is believed to 
have been the first Protestant church 
formed west of the Alleghany 
mountains. It had an existence four 
years before the settlement at Marietta 
the oldest in Ohio, and ten years 
before the French settled at Galipolis. 


church It dates its institution on the 24th 
fnearly day of November, 1781-102 years 

t which ago. On that day the Rev. John 

were at Alderson, together with his wife and 

“ _ ten other persons, met at a point on 

l *| c bank of Greenbrier river, opposite 

tnkaid am pre$ent site of the town of 
t\r hr ' lic '*on, and when they adjourn** 1 

1 ie work was done, and the ft*' 1 
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, church had an existence. 
tf°?hoine ° r worship was erected in 


Ibc 


V " u 0 itwc "I worsmp was ereciea in 
hr* 1 j 7B3, and stood upon the sit* 

\x 'r present church building, tin 
n !h at the same plate. In the 
nineteen years three other 
Tnnhes were organized, and In 1802 
together with the present one, 
or'il and formed what has ever since 
known as the Greenbrier 

Association, which at the time 

n.i mbored 4 churches, 3 ordained 
ffihi inter ft, arid 214 mernbcrH, 39 of 
whicii belonged f<» the Greenbrier 
church In the next lew years many 
»,■ ccMlonn WIT.' made, but In 
ronwHiuence ol emigration to the West 
the clear increase in membership was 
Inconsiderable. 

In 1812 there were 12 churches 
belonging In llie association, which 
now miinbncd (> ordained ministers 
and 139 nicmbcis; but in Ibis yoai the 
leays Valley Association was burned, 
by with li Hie (ireent)ilcr was left with 
but livi i hurt lien, among litem the 
pan ni W it|, 42 members. In 1820 two 
"lbn < hiirelies weie formed, the 
hit*lens of both iH'ing taken from the 
hteenbile, {Inns h leaving i< but 10 
Ml. ii»Ik If. () nr of Hk m (the Indian 
* oeK ('inn, h) hn ame anti missionary» 
and cs*Mnr«| | n | H . t , , MI | <>| iiiccnbihi 
^Mot latioii 

tin t Im 2nd day ol Man It, 18 21. tin* 
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/S v . V hc Greenbrier was icu with 
, hurdies, among them the 
Ent 42 members. In 1820 two 

firen' rcl.es were formed. 


the 


STher ^r l ^th being taken from the 
n^ cleU urier church , leaving it but 30 
Qgce * br T Qne of these (the Indian 
tc#&l rhurch) became anti-missionary, 
C* 66 ceased to be a part of Greenbrier 

day of March> l82i > the 
John Aldcrson, after a short 
^ /passed from among the living. 
iU . l ?‘»Hat was mortal of him now reposes 
A the quiet church-yard. Above his 
J n nb has been reared an appropriate 
i.h but his most lasting monument is 
fA ’ 0 id church, founded by himself, by 
the side of the little river, and which he 
served faithfully for more than forty 
years. He was succeeded by the Rev. 
James Ellison, and from this date 
frequent changes occur in the 
pastorate. Elder Robert Tisdale 
preaced for the church a short time; 
then the name of James O. Alderson 
appears as pastor. His death occurred, 
probably, in 1832. Then Elders John 
Spotts, Edwin Woodson, William C. 
Ijgan, A. Freeman and V. Mason 
appear to have preached occasionally 
, ng the years 1832-3. In 1834 Elder 
Awlf* Ellison died, and Lewis A. 
tb- erson Was ordained and chosen to 
cenii PaSt ° rate ‘ Nearly a quarter of a 
Citv ^ 380 ** removed to Atchison 
y ’ Kansas, whoi 
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first Baptist Church in that city and 
erected their first house of worship at 
his own expense. 

The church grew as years passed 
away, and in 1835 the 
membership was 123 white and 15 
colored, a total of 138, and in 1840 it 
reported the names of 145 members. 

The following shows the names of the 
pastors and also the accessions for the 
past forty years: From 1840 to 1850 
L. A. Aldcrson baptized 46, E. W. 
Woodson, 2, W. G. Margrove 8, M. 
Ellison 7, James Remley 67, H. J. 
Chandler 50-a total of 179 additions 
to the church. In the next ten years, 
from 1850 to 1860, L. A. Alderson 
baptized 49, W. G. Margrove 29, M. T. 
Bibb 120, S. Livermore 2-a total of 
200. From 1860 to 1870, M. Ellison 
baptized 60, William Fisher 48, John 
Bragg 8, T. Givens 78-total of 189. in 
the last decade, from 1870 to 1880, T. 
Givens baptized 84, W. K. Williams 9 
(who went to form the members of the 
Blue Sulphur Church), Bolus Cade 
6-total 69. 

From the foregoing it will be seen 
that in the last forty years 658 persons 
have been added by baptism alone, and 
that during the 102 years of its 
existence nearly 2,000 have held 
membership in it. This church was 
organized when the scream of wild 
beasts and wilder men was heard along 
the banks of the river and among the 
mountains amid which it was founded. 
The present membership is 21/, ana 
the Rev. M. Ellison is the present 

pastor. 
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have been added byVanrism a"d 

tlial during the 102 years of its 
existence nearly 2,000 have held 
membership in it. This church was 
organized when the scream of wild 
beasts and wilder men was heard along 
fhe banks of the river and among the 
mountains amid which it was founded. 
The present membership is 217, and 
the Rev. M. Ellison is the present 
pastor. 

REV. JOHN ALDERSON 


The pioneer preacher and founder 
of the above church, the first in the 
Greenbrier valley, deserves more than a 
passing notice. His father, the Rev. 
John AJderson, sr., was a native of 
Yorkshire. England. Early in life he 
was about to form a matrimonial 
relation displeasing to his father, who, 
for the purpose of preventing it, 
furnished the son a horse and money 
and induced the son to travel to 
England. This he did, but after 
disposing of the horse and spending all 
the money he had, he, without his 
father's knowledge, sailed for America. 
Upon his arrival in this country, the 


aptain of the vessel in which he came 
►vex sold him out to defray the 
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aftcuwards t.3 that his grunt 
S', 1 r ,.i" or lapped over on the 
lIw"^ survey, and he accordingly 
e^x (ended his fur l her into the 
mountains, so as to include the 1,200 
acres Mr. Morris crossed over to the 
north side of the river and there 
located his lands and chose the site ot 
his future home, but Mr. Alderson 
reared his cabin immediately on the 
river bank on the exact spot on which 
the Alderson Motel, one of the best 
along the line of the Chesapeake & 
Ohio Railroad, now stands. 


REV. SAMUEL R. HOUSTON 

Another eminent minister of the 
Gospel in Monroe deserves 
mention-the Rev. S. R. Houston. He 
was bom at Rural Valley, Rockbridge 
county, Virginia, March 12, 1806. 
Until the age of sixteen he was under 
the tuition of his father, the Rev. 
Samuel Houston, in the Rural Valley 
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Princeton, New Jency, and tcnnunod \ 
year, wlK ii the AmjIu chulcru made m 
appearance, and topjthcr vnt). 

0 lhef Southern atudenU. went to 
Union Thcloglcnl Seminary, , n 
Virginia. 

He wj* btvmril to |HCttih in \HM 
and on the 17th of Jammy following 
hr wji ordained at Staunton, Virginia, 
to labor a» an I v angel let under the 
direction of the American board u| 
conimtiOoncri for foreign rmulom, he 
having tendered lilt vrvkiet to that 
body IwfoK l aving collcae, end luvmg 
been auigncd to a field in Alla Minor 
(Old keurruh), along with Kcv. John 
b Adger, of ( harlctlon, Stnith 
( aroline. At llo%!i»n, in I t« t Sliwl 
( hurch, Auguit 17, IKJ4* the^ 
teieived tIt#|g commlttton 
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Carolina- AI »<«< >->. .n li SSUx 
Clinrcli. August 17, 1834 

received tbc.r commi Ssjo ^ 
instructions from the Pru n tl 

.oniinittee of the board. At 
linn- Lorenzo W. Pease, of New 
^ sent to the Island of Cyp^M' 
RcV James L. Merriet’ ^ 

Massachusetts, to Persia. • « r 

Mr. Houston sailed and be Ran . 
missionary work as a helper f 0 " 
Greek mission on the island of Scio 1 * 

the 8th of November 1835. He te ’ 

continued to labor lor the space of 
and one half years, meeting wi^ 
most violent opposition from both th 
Greek and Catholic Christians. At w 
the Greek patriarch forbade the 
instruction of all children by forci^ 
teachers, but just then Mr. Houston 
was invited by a Greek chieftain named 
Mavromichalis, to remove from Scioto 
“Free Greece” and establish a mission 
among the Spartans in the province of 
Laconia in the Morea or Peloponnesus. 
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This invitation was accepted by our 
missionary who at once repaired to 
Areopoiis, the capital of Laconia, 
where he established a mission school, 
the effects of which are yet visible 
after a lapse of nearly half a century. 
After remaining here three or tout 
ye*ars, he was forced by the ill health a 
his family to abandon the work t° r 


time; this he did and wen to Athens, 
"Lre one of Ins children died. U c then 
l ue ht a ,norc eongenial clime and 
removed lo Egypt, where for six 
months he preachcdin the chapel of 
lli,' British consulate at Alexandria; but 
;,l Iasi the worst was realized, and his 
wile died al (.airo, in that far ofl land 
Mr. Houston then returned to 
Greece and once more entered upon 
lus work, but al the end of one and a 
half years his only remaining child was 
attacked with what was pronounced an 
incurable malady, and he was advised 
to bring it to America and place it 
under the can; of relatives. This he did 
returning by way of the island ol 
Malta, and Marseilles in France 
and reaching his home in Virginia, ii 
August, 1841. He never returned to hi 
held, but how he accepted i 
nnh „ r r l,nion Church, and hov 
so n k K l 1us carr * e d forward the worl 
Dr u ££ e « un McCue, Grisby an< 

histnr, r , y ’ has ^ Jeen t0, d ' n th< 

' Story of that church. 
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&gun by McCue. Grisby and third Ucutc^ 
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Davidson Shankli 

Tljc firs* settlers of Monroe were V.yJ * 1 House ftoi 
i tried and true; men many of v " 1 Manassai 
had spent their lives in the Ti U w-? C< ?. m lhi 
' V ^°hed of Indian warfare. Some were Archibald Cam 
h ?L lewis at Point Pleasant in 1774; CV 

ers were with Gates and Greene at Jamef^ ? 
rJmdcn, Kings mountain, and Guilford at ^ S st L * M ^ yncl 
An rt House, while others still were wonnL!^^ 
%! Washington at White Plains, 

Trenton, Brandy wine, and many other wKStesas* An 
bloody fields ol the Revolution. They f ace t ’ M 
^ew old, and then posterity, as all sat wounded in 
Sound the evening fire, listened to the thigh w 
their recitals of struggles fierce and fj e \(i at ^ 

wild. These were treasured and George W. 1 

transmitted from generation to Virsonia; H; 

generation, and with them descended Allen Neal 

that spirit of patriotism and love of McNutt, > 

country which actuated the sons of Chancellc 

Virginia a century before. Young; 1 

When in 1861, the storm of the civil killed near 


wounded in 
the thigh w 1 
field at N 
George W. 1 
Virginia; H; 
Allen Neal. 
McNutt, \ 
Chancellc 
Young; \ 
killed near 


war swept over the land, and the Old service; 
Dominion was fast becoming one great wounded 
battle field, then it was that the sons of William P 
Monroe descended from the soldiers died at / 
ol a bygone age, were ready and many received 
0 j' K 'm hastened to enroll their names Patton, w 
,uu shoulder arms in defense of their Manassas 

I],' 0 State. Several companies now Thomas 

u stored and hastened to the front. Shai'khn 
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Win' 1 1,f, they wi'to soldiers in the 
tiuoNl sense nl Hu- word lot their 
lororil answer. The first organization 
which loll |lie comity, was the. 


MONKOI (illAKDS, COMPANY D 
• /III VIRGINIA INI'ANTRY 


*J IIS company was organized in 
* soon attcr llie John mown raid 
a! Ilaipcrs lorry. anil when the tocsin 
ol wai sounded through their native 
mountains (lie men composing it were 
ic.nl\ and at once mar cited to the seat 
of wai We here append a partial list 
and teeoui ol the company so t;u as it 
could Iv ascertained. 


Hugh S. fift'any, captain, killed at 
tuM battle of Manassas; Joseph Zoll, 
1 1 rst lieutan ant; Joseph G. Wilcv. 
j*vond liotuenant. wounded at first 


battle of Mannassas; Hctu> \\ Mitchell, 
third lieutenant; William Hinton; 

k'\ Wingfield, killed at first battle 
of Manassaa; Robert Camp, killed at 
lust Manassas; Robert Sams. John 
Conner, killed at first Manassas; Robert 
Hamilton, killed at first Manassas. 
IXmdwMi Shanklin. died at Culpefxi 
Couit House from wounds received at 
I it st Manassas; John V Lytwh 
mounded in thigh at first Maiuvav 
A w hi bald Campbell. killed at fuvt 
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of Munalsalr Robert °r " 

Grst Manassas^ ° Rohert* 1 "?’ kiUcd al 
Conner, killed at firct m* Sams » John 
Ha .nilton kiUcd a. Robert 

Havid.son Shanklin, died at ^ assas; 

SST " ousc from ^nd, at ie23sn 

Hrst Manassas; John A 1Jrj? 
wounded in thigh at fir^t Mo Lynch> 
Archibald Can.$a? SK d M “ a ^j 
Manassas; Charles A ciJl , ? st 
wounded in left hand atlirst 
Janies L. Lynch, wounded in the head 
at first Manassas; William H. Jennings 
wounded tn leg at first Manassas; Grin 
Rutledge, wounded in shoulder at first 
Manassas; Andrew Taylor, wounded m 
fl t Manassas; Charles Tiffanv 
wotinded in hip and a second time m 
uk thigh while being carried off the 
neid al Manassas; Lewis C. Hall 
George W. Hall, killed at Cold Harbor! 
Virginia; Harvey Neal, Cyrus F. Neal, 
AUen Neal, William Beamer; William 
McNutt, wounded in the neck at 
C hancellorsville, Virginia; William 
Young; Samuel Win del, afterward 
killed near Richmond, while in artillery 
service; Richard L. McCartney, 
wounded in groin at Richmond; 
William Persinger: Dr. John Patton, 
diod at Aldea, Virginia, of wounds 
received at first Manassas; William 
Patton, wounded in the hand at first 
Manassas; M. P. Diddle. Thomas Fret. 
Parks. Abram Frist, A. M. 
, E. L Shankbn. John TtfTam. 


Thomas 

Shankbn 


Henry L. Shanklin, Joseph Ford, James 
Bicket, John A. Wilson, John Fry, 
William J ones; Lewis A. Lynch, 
wounded at first Manassas; Eldridge 
Bos twick, George Scott, Lewis A. 
Crebs ; Frank Wilson, captain of the 
company after the reorganization, and 
wounded at Monacacy junction; 
Frederick Freeman, James Hanly, 
William Shirey, William J. Whitcomb, 
taken prisoner at Fisherville, Virginia, 
and confined in Fort Delaware; William 
SteeT, Hugh Caperton, John M. 
Alexander, Patrick Cavenaugh; James 
W. McGhan, wounded in breast and 
hand at second Manassas; George T. 
Lynch, Lorenzo McGee, William A. 
Young (Mountain Bill), Jacob H. 
Dunsmore, M. L. Conrad, William 
McDaniel, William Tiffany, William L. 
panders; George W. Foster, wounded in 

umr at Manassa s; B. A. Hall, 
Warn Hall, Joseph Tiffany, Lewis 

NicS C °°, k ’ A ‘ N - NickcU ’ J - M - 

John r Add,son Leach, Preston Leach, 
V?" r C Pi*™ 1 * F. H. Brown, William 
anr 7 w 1 , J l ° hn hpekner, Michael Foster, 
William Beamer. The two last 

", a | WardL ' d ‘ hC laurcl WK ' alh 
regimcni th bravest mcn in thc 27th 
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f/H. Brown, William 
John C ,'h;I, Buckner. Michael I'ortcr, 
<Yw. ! Bcamer. The two last 
a,ul * awarded the laurel wreath 

r^r-- >^ cst mon in the 27 ,h 

regiment. 

BRYAN S BATTERY 


Was enlisted in Monroe. It was so 
called because it was commanded by 
Captain T. A. Byran, now of 
Baltimore. It went to Lewisburg early 
in 1862 . when it was regularly 
mustered into the service by General 
Heath. We here give the names of 
eighty-two of the members composing 
it- Captain. T. A. Byran: A. N. 
Campbell. .Alexander Sydnor. William 
Steele, J. D. McCartney, C. A. 
Shanklin. C. M. Davis. Daniel Devine, 
J. A. Wallace, H. B. Long. G. W. Bugg, 
J. A. L>Tich. M. S. Erskine, M. M. 
Kersinger. A. Y. Leach, William Fuller, 
.Alexander Smith. L. D. Meredith, G. T. 
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Nicke.., B. F. Irons. M. Bicket, C. mai 
Dunbar, D. W. Foster. D. C. Campbell, he 
Preston Garke, Alexander Bland. C. fou 
Leach. W. Y. Irons. W. H. H. Campbell, Afl 
William Leach. Edward Campbell. the 

George Young, James Dooley, William wh 
Parker, Charles Vass, Alexander Boyd, wl 
George Branham, John W. Graves, $u 

Richard Thomas, M. L. Connell. 

George Bovd. A. M Shanklin. John W. las 


, Ford. 

John Fry. 
4 Lvnch. 
js; Eldridge 
Lewis A. 
ain of the 
zation . and 
junctionI 

es Hanly, 
Wiitcomb, 
Viiprua, 

?; VWIliam 
John M. 
h; James 
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cob H. 
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• Hall. 
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n.ce William Wallace, j an ^ 
Kesinger, William Carter, A "t* 
McCofister, James Clarke, p* 
AM Robert P £ ke f’ 8* 

Thomas Murrell, Charles Murrell, j 0 J 
Rusk. Mason Rusk, J. HoweU, Milt 0n 
Humphries, A. Humphreys, Charles 
Obenchaine, Jolm A. Francis, William 
Francis. Hugh Caperton; George Pani s 
killed at Cloyds mountain; Dennis 
Kelly, killed at Cloyds 
mountain;-Cresier. killed at New River 
bridge; Andrew Dolan, killed at Cloyds 
mountain: M. Dolan, Andrew 
Tomlinson, Joseph Tomlinson, John 
Sims, Jasper Tabler, Lieutenant Tabler, 
H. Branham, Lieutenant Folks, John 
Lewis, Timothy Ryley, Edward 
Collins, James Carroll and Joshua 
Leach, killed at Lewisburg, West 
' itgmia. 
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^pWSPAPE rs * LODGES, ETr 
OF MONROE COUNTY ^ 

The first newspaper establish. 
the county was the Union HepuJ^f ^ 
which made its appearance in^'ie.,, 
|C50 It was P. ubljshcd by Joh^t 
Patterson, and after a short tifejjj. 
years it suspended for 

^The^cond venture in the ft*,- * 
journalism was that of Charles 2 fif 
Johnston, who, in April, 1852, £ C C 
the publication of a paper whirb g ? n 
named The Farmer s Friend J* 
Fireside Companion. He issued it ,. ** 
1T53, when he sold it to 
Hinton, who changed the name t 0 
of The Mountain Orator, and J!? 1 
published TT until 1854, when he sold' 
to a joint stock company composed d! 
General A. A. Chapman, C. J. Bein^ 
and others, which continued fa 
publication under the editorial 
management of Stewart I. Warren. The 
company changed the name to that of 
the Union Democrat. At the end of a 
year Mr. Warren was succeeded in the 
management by George W. Clark, and 
he repaired to Lewisburg, where he 
founded the Lewisburg Chronicle 
Alter a short time, Mj. Clark yielded 
the editorial pen to Samuel W. Wcndel, 
who continued the paper until 1861. 
when the war came on and it 
upended. 

Soon after the suspension of tl* 
™-named, the office material pa** 1 
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ptocrt FoWicr. wnu piunshed it unt 5j 
i X74 when sold it to \ 

iouston. who In turn soon aftw 

disposed of it lo Charles McL 
i/Winston, who published until his 

L°X ^ 1880.;“, which time Ids son, 
Albert Sidney Johnston, assumed the 
manage men 1 of the paper and still 

continues it. 

On the 1st day of February, 1879 
•he inilial number of a weekly papej 
made its appearance at Alderson, under 
die name ot The Alderson Enterprise. 

I _ .m.l nroori.ii.i. ..... * • 
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[lie editor and proprietor was John N. 
Ferguson, late o! Virginia. On the 1st 
day of September 1882, J. a. D. 
Turner became sole proprietor and 
changed the name to that of The 
Alderson Statesman. He continued it 
until the winter of 1882-3, when C. L. 
Peck purchased a half interest. In 
August, 1883, John M. Ferguson 
bought the remaining half share of Mr. 
Turner, and the paper now makes its 
weekly visits to its patrons under the 
management of C. I.. Peek, publisher, 
and J. M. Ferguson, editor. 


MONROE LODGE, NO. 77 
A. F. « A. M. 
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Union Lodge, No. 12, On the 11th day 
of December, A. L. 5849, A. I>. 1849. 

I tie first officers under the charter 
were William W. Spencer, W. M.; 
diaries Baldwin, S. W., and Jacob Zoll, 

I. W. Alter the war this lodge returned 
its charter to the grand lodge of 
Virginia, and on the 13tli day of 
November, A. L. 5879, A. I). 1879, 
received one from the grand lodge of 
West Virginia, by which its number was 
changed from 12 to 77. Under this 
charter the first officers were Andrew 
II. Johnston, W. M.; Michael A. Steele, 
S. W., and Henry S. Shanklin, J. W. 
The present officers are William II. 
Sydnor, W. M.; J. I). McCartney, S. W.; 
J. M. Rowan, J. W.; Henry Robinson, 
treasurer; J. L. Dunlap, secretary; C. S. 
McKenzie, S. D.; R. A. Boyd, J. I)., 
and W. J. Whitcomb, tyler. Present 
membership, 32. 


DOVE CHAPTER, NO. 37 
R. A. M. 

Located at Union, was instituted 
under a charter from the grand lodge 
of Virginia on the 25th day of January, 
A. L 5852, A. D. 1852. The tot 
officers were Joe! McPherson, high 
priest; John M. Alderson, king, ana 
John Ross, scribe. It suspended work 

in 1874. 
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I>OVE CHAPTER, NO. 37 
K. A. M. 

Located at Union, was instituted 
under a charter from the grand lodge 
of Virginia on the 25th day of Januaw 
A. L. 5852, A. D. 1852. The first 
officers were Joel McPherson, high 
priest; John M. Alderson, king, and 
John Ross, scribe. It suspended work 
in 1874. 

ALDERSON LODGE, NO. 70 
A. F. & A. M. 

Located at Alderson, was instituted 
under a charter from the grand lodge 
of West Virginia, March 25, A. L. 
5875, A. D. 1875. The charter 
members were J. P. Mayo, George 
Alderson, S. R. Mill, A. E. T. Scruggs, 
A. McD. Browning, B. F. Irons, T. L. 
Smithson, A. J. Ware, J. A. Gortner, 
John Blakcr, William Boa and W. L. 
Barksdale. The first officers were J. P. 
Mayo, W. M.; George Alderson, S. W., 
and S. R. Mill, J. W. The present one^s 
arc Taylor Mann, W. M.; L. C. 
Campbell, S. W W.: J. G. Lobbon, J. 
W.; S. R. Hill, treasurer; J. P. Patton, 
secretary; W. C. Kunklc, S. D.; George 
Boyd, J. I)., and J. A. Gortner, tyler. 

ROCKY POINT LODGE, 

NO. 61, A. F. & A. M. 


l ocated at the village of Rocky 
‘oint. seven miles north ol Union, was 


organized under a charter from the 
grand lodge of West Virginia in August, 
A L. 5873, A. D. 1873. The present 
officers are W. L. Cornell, W. M.; J. A. 
Godwin, S. W.; William Shields, J. W.; 
W. J. Slonaker, treasurer; W. S. 
Stroman, secretary; B. S. Cook, S. D.;C. 
H. Burdett, J. D., and W. P. Boyer, 
tyler. 


DOVE LODGE, 

A. F. & A. M. 

Located at Peterstown, was 
organized under a dispensation on the 
6th day of February, A. L., 5868, A. 
D. 1868, at Grey Sulphur Springs, and 
received its charter a year later, at 
which time the officers were H. B. 
Barbour, W. M.; H. C. Bymsides, S. W., 
L. C. Hale, J. W. The present 
membership is 35. 
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onuary 1873 The incorporators 
1 tank Here(i..,i a .. .. 




74 

times put 
as often d 
he went t 
in “lobbj 
upon the 
j ustices 
reward fc 
He fi] 
1808, w 
succeed 
discharg 
period 
1833. 
brother 
continu 
George 
entered 
1 865 
constit 
Howell 
the ol 
Callow 
to 187 
G. Tel 
until 1 
under 
and 
count' 
cbllL 

I k , 


received its charter ;i year rarer, ui 
which time the of rice rs were II B. 
Barbour. W M.; H. C. Bymsidcs, S. W.. 
and 1 C. Male. J. W. The present 
membership is 35. 


BANK OF UNION 


Was chartered on the 25th day of 
January. 1873. The incorporators were 
Frank Hereford, A. II. Johnston, 
Henry M. Mathews, Stewart I. Warren, 
Samuel A. Clark, M. J. Kester, A. P. 
Beirne. J. E. Keenan, Lewis Caperton, 
R. J. Glendy and II. G. Davis. The first 
meeting was held on the 14th day of 
April, 1873, and Frank Hereford was 
elected president and A. H. Johnston 
cashier. Both continue in the respective 
offices, with W. M. Johnston assistant 
cashier. The present directors are 
Frank Hereford, A. H. Johnston, John 
B. Hereford, John A. Nickel! and J. D. 
Logan; capital stock, $37,800. A 
general exchange and discount business 
is transacted. 


SUCCESSION OF THE 
CLERK’S OFFICES 


It will be remembered that Monroe 
was formed from a part of the territory 
of Greenbrier, and for several years 
prior to the organization of the new 
county an effort was made by the 
voters then residing within its present 
limits to elect a delegate to the general 
assembly, who would secure the 
passage of a bill providing for their 
separation from Greenbrier. For this 
purpose John Hutchinson was several 
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times put forward as a candidate . 
as often defeated. At length, how bu t 
he went to Richmond, and sucee!'?*, 
in “lobbying the bill through 4 **! 
upon the meeting of the first court ^ 
justices gave him the clerkship the 
reward for his services. p ii\ 

He filled the office until the v, 
1808 , when his son Isaac Hutchin 
succeeded him, and continued* 01 * 
discharge the duties of the office f n to 
period of twenty-five years, or nllS 
1 833. Then John Hutchinson " 111 
brother of the latter, became clerk a h 
continued as such until 1852 
George W. Hutchinson, a son of i saa „ n 
entered the office and remained until 
1 865, when, under the fi rs 
constitution of West Virginia, James E 
Howell was elected recorder, and held 
the office until 1867. Then Lewis 
Calloway served two terms, from 1867 
1871, when he was succeeded by A. 
(>. Icbbctts, who remained in office 
unl, l 1873, at which time an election 
under Hie new constitution was held, 
iln< l Cuncs Campbell was elected 
county clerk and M. J. Kester circuit 
. both served until 1878, when M 
J. Kr.in succeeded himself and Alkn 
' Nic kcli was elected county olcrk 
V M,r llio present incumbents. 
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This is the most northern division 
the county. It is bounded on the no™ 
Greenbrier county, east 
Sutheast by Sweet Spring dtstjj 
south by Union, and west £ 
southwest by Wolf Creek district Th? 
surface is hilly but not rough, the sS 
is fertile and the greater part i s We . 
adapted to tillage. The only stream h 
the Second creek and its small 
tributaries, the principal of which is 
Laurel creek, flowing in from the east. 

The first settlers within the limits of 
the district were John Nickell, Andrew 
Nickell and Robert Campbell, all of 
whom came about the year 1780, each 
obtained possession of a large tract of 
land, and how well they made then 
selection, let any one who has traveled 
seetjon of the distnet-no* 
is Pickaway Plains-an*** 1 
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Ijenvon*- Charles Carr, James’ Sice?" 
James Dunsmorc. James Murdock' 
Joseph Dunsmorc. Christopher Hoke* 
NicholasJLjkC m all from ScoVlSd] 
Tin- first gns« millI was built about 
.. year 1785 by F-rede nek .. 


John 


the year J oy Frederick Cromer, l, 
wa s a rude log building, with a sine| c 
run of buhrs. uponjwhich were ground 
both corn and wheat, but tire latter 
was not boiled. Mr. Gromer ultimately 
sold it to James Nickcll, who rebuilt it 
added new machinery, and then sold it 
to James M. Nickcll, who. after 
running it for many years, in turn sold 
it to James Humphrey, who carries on 
the business at present. Mr. Gromer, 
about the year 1788, erected a powder 
null, and r °r y cals . supplied the 
surrounding country with powder. On 
a certain occasion he sent a colored 
woman and boy to the mill to see 
about some matter; it was dark and 
they unthoughtedly entered with a 
lighted candle, the powder ignited and 
the report of the explosion rang out 
among the mountains, the building was 
tom to atoms, the boy killed instantly 
and the woman died a few days later 
from injuries received. A man named 
Robert Patton was afterward killed by 
an explosion in the same mill. Mr. 
Gromer also erected the first saw mill 
ever built within the present limits of 
the district. 

Tradition says that the first school 
was taught in the year 1795 in a log 
cabin which stood near the present site 
of James M. Nickell’s mill, the teacher 
being a man named Samuel Harper. 
The building was of round logs, a 
clapboard roof held in place by ridge 
poles, and the floor made ot thick slabs 
°f puncheons. There arc at present 
nine white and one colored schools, in 
which 395 white and 50 colored pupils 
•rc taught the rudiments of an English 

education. 
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The settlement of the Rev. John 
Alderson and his brother-in-law, 

William Morris, has already been 
noticed. Thomas Smithson, another 
brother-in-law, was probably the third 
settler in the district. He came about 
two years after the first named and 
reared his cabin just over the ridge, 
probably one mile distant, in a 
southerly direction, from the present 
town of Alderson. Wilson Jones, 
another very early settler, built his 
cabin on the summit of the mountain, 
overlooking the town, near the present 
site of the residence of George 
Alderson, Esq. Other early settlers 
were James Hardy, John Alfoid, 
Thomas Alford, Jackson Alford and 
John Hall. James Hardy was once out 
hunting and was discovered by a roving 
band of Indians, who at once pursued 
him; he ran more than a mile ana 
finally distanced his pursuers. The 
scope of country over which he ; passed 
was for many years known as Hardy s 

The first grist mill was built in 
1803. and had a capacity for grinding 
about twenty bushels per day. Jo*Ph 
Haynes built the first saw rnU mth 
year 1806. It was a pnimtove ««■£. 
having a capacity of from 400 to sOO 
feet per day. The first school 
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organization of the tust l f 

bc£n noticed in the general hrstory 

the county. 


man named 
rd ki llcil by 
t' mill. Mr. 
rst saw mill 
it limits of 

irst school 
5 in a log 
resent site 
te teacher 
I Harper. 

( logs , a 
by ridge 
\ick slabs 
presen t 
lools, in 
d pupils 
English 


T 


estern 

name 


-/ Iiv-a Du lit the* firo* „ -J 

y^'ar 1806 . l *i w the 

having a canaeit^ r r prirrilt,ve affaii 
feet per d^y The p 0 ™ 4 °.° lo 500 
taught in 1797 bv ,.* rst school was 

the second by Joh^L^ 10 ’ and 
organization 0/ the 1116 

been noticed in tv.r* lrst ^burch has 
tlie county thC 561,6131 histor y of 


the town of alderson 

Derives its name from the Alderson 
tanuly, m whose possession the land on 
which it stands was for nearly a 
hundred years. It is beautifully situated 
on the south bank of Greenbrier river, 
and directly on the line of the 
Chesapeake & Ohio Railway. The town 
was surveyed and platted in 1871 by 
Elliott Vawtcr, ex-surveyor of lands for 
Monroe county and ex-member of the 
West Virginia State senate. George W. 
Nickell purchased the first lot, M. L. 
Harwood the second, J. J. Hughs the 


It is third and Abram E. T. Scruggs the 
nbrier fourth. M. L. Harwood built the first 


Creek dwelling and was the first shoemaker, 

h by J. J. Hughs was the first blacksmith 

imers after the town was laid out, but many 
years before there had been a shop on 


the lot now the property ot Jesse 
Jones, and at present occupied by the 
store-house of his son, Andrew J. 
Jones. The first hotel was built in 
1872. It is now the property of John 
W. Alder son. Dr. Benjamin F. Irons 
was the first physician after the 
founding ot the town, but Dr. Thomas 
G. Clay had resided and practiced in 
the vicinity many years before. Lewis 
F. Watts was the first merchant; A. E. 
T. Scruggs was the second, he began 
business in 1871; George W. Nickell 
and L. T. Dickey, doing business under 
the firm name was changed to Nickell 
<£ Jones. Morgan Conner and B. F. 
Jones were the first druggists. B. A. 
Knapp was the first jeweler, and W. L. 
Lynch the first resident minister. The 
first church building (Presbyterian) was 
began in 1873 and completed in 1875. 

The town was incorporated in 
October, 1880, at which time the first 
officers were as follows: Mayor. A. E. 
T. beruggs; recorder. Georee Alderson; 
£>uncilmon. William Boa. W. L. 
Barksdale. J L. Fainer. J. G. Loban 
ft U Vande rgrift; marshal, 1. E. 

a prescnt ones are: Mayor, S. 

K * HiU: recorder. A. J. Jones* 

cT l '" x ' n , M - M °8& Taylor Mann,* 

«dV rf Geor ? e w ******$ 

stnvr R Speer; marshal. I. E. Bare; 
1 "mmi&aoocr. \MUiom Boa 
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\ iigima. ll was here, in the year 1770, 
that \d*m Mann, Jacob Mann, 
Valentine Cook, John Miller. Cleorge 
Millet and Isaac l sllU ereeteil what was 
known as Manns tort. It stood on the 


farm now owned by Baldwin Ballard. 
Me tv for many years these pioneers and 
thou families took refuge from the 
barbarous and relentless foe who 
earned death and destruction w herever 
ihc> went Within the walls of this 
fortress was celebrated the first 
ctup; that ever occurred in this 
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scaped. The children were unbound ‘ 
% carried back to Manns fort, S 
tftey grew to an adult age. 0616 

About the year 1785, Valentine 
Cook was engaged m clearing a piece of 
ground near the fort; he had his eu„ 
'and horse with him, but they were 
some distance from him, and he was 
surprised upon looking around to see 
them in the possession of a party of 
seven Indians. Having secured the gun 
and horse, they compelled the owner 
to accompany them up Indian f>raft to 
a point near where Klijah Vass now 
resides. There they gave him a broken 
gun and an old grey mare in exchange 
for his and then motioned him to 
return, but he did not understand 


’b:m, thinking that if he attempted it 
they would kill him. He therefore 
tfood «jJ| until one of the savages 
iJPproached him, gave him a kick and 
thr/ved him in the direction of the fort. 

with the old broken gun and marc 
f® r *torr>ed ( perfectly satisfied with His 

V-*/ I , , a 
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3553 wm in the direction S/g*** 
cn vith the old broken gun aS? fort - 
tfi returned, perfectly satisfied with h£ 

bargain. 


RED SULPHUR DISTRICT 


Lies in the extreme southwestern 
part ot the county, and is bounded 
the north by Springfield district; eas" 
;tnd south, by Giles county, Vireinia 
west, by Summers county. The central' 
and southern portion is drained bv 
Brush creek and its tributaries the 
principal ot which are Rich creek and 
Scotts branch. Along the northern 
border flows Hans creek, a tributary of 
Indian creek. 

The first settler within the present 
limits of this district, was Christian 
Peters, who reached his mountain 
home and reared his cabin in this then 
wilderness country, about the vear 
1770. From him the village of 
Peterstowm takes its name, as does also 
the tar-tamed mountain range which 
here forms the dividing line between 
me old commonwealth and her 
daughter, West Virginia. 


Hie district derives its name from 
trie celebrated Red Sulphur Spring, the 
tame ot which extends beyond the 
ocean and through out Europe. Persons 
suffering trom pulmonary disease are 
roore especially bene fit ted, and many 
' 0 unable to walk have been in 
.short space of time greatly improved, 
irv ls Perhaps to be found the nearest 
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n b °;^, ■“ 

Creek' b Th S e pn h " sficld ' “ nd west o/wofr 
hn^rtn ™ history of the town of 
Lnion-g,ve n elsewhere in this work fc 
the^history of this*district. n,swork - ,s 

to Si?? P9 rmanc nt settlers appear 
to have been James Alexander and lis 

3W> Mlchael Erskine. Mr. 
Alexander was born in Augusta 
county, Virginia, in the year 175ofand 
appears to have visited the present site 
ot Union as early as 1772, when but 
twenty-two years of age. But he did 
not Jong remain. In company with 
others he made an extended journey 
through what is now Kentucky and 
Tennessee, then returned to Augusta, 
and in 1774 came and permanently 
settled near where Union now stands. 
Soon after he sold to Michael Erskine a 
portion of his land, and both reared 
their cabins one mile north of Union, 
where Major Henry Robinson now 
resides. 

it was in this district that the “Old 
Rchoboth Church” once stood. It was 
the first ever erected in the county, 
and probably the first Methodist 
Church building west of the Alleghany 
mountains. Jt was built in 1786. Hie 
logs were “scutched,” or roughly 
hewn, while the cracks were “chinked 
and daubed.” Long after it was built 
the worshipers carried their guns to 
church with them, that they might be 
prepared in case of an attack from the 
Indians. 
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Lies in the extreme eastern part of 
the county, and is bounded on the 
north by Alleghany county, Virginia; 
east, by Craig county; south by Giles, 
and west by Union and Second Creek 
districts. It was once a part of Craig 
county, but on petition of its 
inhabitants was, by an act of the 
general assembly, annexed to Monroe. 
The reason for this action, as set forth 
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in the petition, was that there were 
several mountain ranges, among them 
Potts mountains, to cross in order to 
reach New Castle, the countyseat of 
Craig, and if the change were made 
they might reach the seat of justice of 
Monroe over a road of quite an easy 
grade. 

It was here that the first surveys in 
the county were made. The firsthand 
located and surveyed was a tract of 
L , '4 acres, including the Sweet Springs, 
hy John Lewis, in the vear 1760. On 
the 25th day of September, 1760. a 
tract ot 490 acres was surveyed for 
John Dickinson, and in 1770. a tract of 
•‘- l including the Sweet 

’ - tvjte Springs, was surveyed for 
nomas and .Andrew Lewis, sons of 
John Lewis. James Moss was the first 
^rniancm settler. He built his cabin 
nv^r the Swvet Springs in the vear 
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1.2 JO mi os. including the Swwl 
1 ‘hniybonle Springs, was surveyed for 
Thomas aiul Andrew l ewis, sons ol 
John 1 owis. James Moss was the first 
pormmient settler, lie built his cabin 
near the Sweet Springs in the year 


I 760. 
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DEPARTMENT OF SECOND 
CREEK DISTRICT 

JACOB T. BLACK—born in Cabell 
county, (then) Virginia, January 4, 
1S42. and Ingabo C. Nicklcs, born in 
Monroe county, August 24, 1841-, were 
united in marriage in Monroe county 
on the 25th of October, 1865. They 
axe settled upon a farm he owns and 
tills in Second Creek district, and with 
them are their six children: Lelia T., 
bom February 28, 1867; Peoria K.’ 
October 13, 1868: Mary V., May 16, 
1871; John Cary, November 30, 1873; 
William T., May 8, 1877; Stella J., June 
2, 1879. The parents of Jacob T. Black 
are Andrew and Nancy (Swann) Black, 
now residents in Teays Valley, Putnam 
county. West Virginia. John A. and 
Mary Jane (Patton) Nickles, the 
parents of Mrs. Black, were born and 
raised in Monroe county, and arc still 
living here. The great grandfather of 
Mrs. Black was one of the earliest 
settlers in Monroe county, coming here 
from Ireland. She had two brothers in 
the Confederate army, one in the 27 th 
Virginia infantry. “Stonewall” 
Jackson’s brigade, and the other in the 
14th Cavalry. One was wounded in the 
dim in the fight at Georgetown, but 


"loses ana Etizabe' 
who were long i C < 
county. West Vii 
deceased. He w a 
county, Novcmt 
Monroe county, 
was united in ms 
Lemons, who w; 
June 18, 1842. 
(McDowel) Lcr 
still honored r 
Mrs. Hedrick ar 
J., bom July 
26, 1872; bab 
died unnamed 
1875; Judson 
Effie E., JuV 
February 23, 
died unname 
marriage Mr. 1 
Monroe coun 
substantial f; 
district, also 
business. Sin! 
West Virginii 


SAME El 
Albert Jo* 
Hanna, vsa% 
June 8. \ti 
31, 1882, a 



78 


W' tr 
llf III 
, III 

1 1 of 

VII11 
I 1/1 

ntny 

\ In 
mil 
of 


l, 0 th fti irvtvr Ilf win I m u|i I 
wa n u innnl* i «»• < ’Mnpany | 
Vnyinh i (itvulty, I In I Hint I w*• y v | ir 
Hu wnt. tool I hr irintOmU . <>| i|,i 
I,, W'Ot o m« niI m i of tin k mhi'n | H| |^ 
of tl<nn< Aihllny. Ih wu* 


jnhom i il INfiiif Tl« mtillil m 
Liki n In < Ohio, 


•Mmik 

Hlh 

•» U| 

»V 
MUH| V 


( ' H ^. and 

WU'-eUnjf.. M« !'<>»• *»l lit <• !iiltlto Vl . 
Sink, * Druvr, Mom... «. nn»| v . 

Vityjiilu 


I" II 11/ A M HIND I H s () N 
IIA WHINS l» l Im .■l.l. m ,„ n 
A i 1 liil.it 1.1 M< Dow* II lliiwkltn , m | 
Dull. Ili. (Mill. 1 1 llitwl. IMN, liolli Dotu |.. 
Momo. < oimlv ll< win Itoni in |||| > 
j ""inly ... .it Hi. vilh.,,. ol Kinky |*o|n|. 

Ill will. I. hi i.MVV M'f>ii|. ’ .III (III 1 III 

"I April. |fn7, iiihI Inn I*, .'ll in llu 
" fill III* liiniumn '.Im .■ I N/\ ID In 
'"'W u Him i ho ml m 1 i ni III. Him >*l 

OfiwHim, / .my x < o o| Kuiky I’oliU, 

1 Dim , miilni |||||i Idijn' iiii.I 
I" 11 1|H' ililM I | || 11 f |h Hi'Hi‘1 ill 
" , '"»"ll<|. |»|,|,| „f||, „ n.l.ll. M, Sl»k» 

Monim 1 1 Mitt I \ \V*nl V t» I'D* 1 '* 


mi hi nun k 

111 * I I it. .i. 11 . it t 


i ft l. 


i 


h i m 


**■ wa* Sl !i< ton a °* 

LC**; the first 

I And sfoss ***J: cabin 

its? He *»** 5U y ca/ 


of April. >857. and has bee* 11 * Sj 

Mercantile business since l 87 n .«n 

now senior member of iu h.. 1 * 


He bun* 

;»r r s^> ** 


mlhisto RV 

nn ofseco» d 

District 

Jnii January 
•Reties, bom w 

. 4 . 1841: were 
r m \lonroc county 
■tober. 1865. They 
firm he owns and 
; district , and vwtfi 
hiJdrcn: Leha T., 
1867: Peoria K., 
iaiy VMay 16, 
'ember 30, 1873', 
7; Stella J., June 
fJacob T. Black 
(Swann) Black, 
Valley , Putnam 
John fii. and 
1 Sickles, the 
were born and 
V, and are still 
rzndfather of 
f the earliest 
coming here 
0 brothers in 


bit l Z„ senior member of t } £, S - 
C Hawkins. Gray & Co., of Rocky*?* £ 

the firm conducting a I 

prosperous trade | n ***** Jj. 

merchandise. Post office add r 
Grove, Monroe county. West v’^ 

S . TAYLOR HEDRICK—i s a 
Moses and Elizabeth (McVey) u.jjfcar 
w ho were long residents of Gr^^k 
county. West Virginia, and a ^ nhr Uii 
deceased. He was bom i n Qreo . n °'v 
county. November 5, 1848 '"Ntr 
Monroe county, November 9 in 
was united in marriage with Marti;’ 115 
Lemons, who was born in this J, a A. 
June 18, 1842. Abram and 
(McDowel) Lemons, her parenn’ 1 ' 
still honored residents here. Mr arc 
Mrs. Hedrick are the parents of- M: aiul 
J., born July 11, 1870; Asa A m* 
26, 1872; babe born April 18 "lffjY 
died unnamed; Nannie L., August i> 
1875; Judson W., August 5^ i S7 ^’ 
Effie E., July 9, 1879; Maggie R ; 
February 23, 1882; twin of Maggie' 
died unnamed. In the year of his 
marriage Mr. Hedrick made his home in 
Monroe county, and he is one of the 
substantial farmers of Second Creek 
district, also engaging in the lumber 
business. Sinks Grove, Monroe county, 
West Virginia, is his postoffiec address. 
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SAMUEL BROWN HANNA son of 
Albert Joseph and Sarah Rebecca 
Hanna, was born in Greenbrier county. 
June 8, 1857. His mother died March 
dl. 1882, and his father is still living> n 


nwiiwnug 



rjn counsy His grandfather was 
of the earbest settlers in what is 
Secot3d Creek district, Monroe 
Zasrr*. buying large tracts of land m 
^ jnd Green bner counties, following 
jrr 'X and grazing for many years 
r ,- W at the age of erghty-three 
Z'-.-JZued of a large estate. I n 
v Cornsr district, Greenbrier 
'sost? A-g'utt 10. 1880, Samuel B. 
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ii memi* i in me nreuK«i. " 

Church He J1 rnl his wife moiii c h ,cr,an 
' inini containing 82 acres in Sc“ ,,,, *l 
r k district February 23, I8KT 
ixisK diicc address is Sinks r r and 
^„,iroe county, West Virginia OVU ' 


BENJAMIN FRANKLIN IRONS 
jvf I). Wits born and raised in Monro,’ 
counly. December 26, 1843 the date 
of his birth, and John and Susannah 
Irons, who were also natives of Monro.' 
county, his parents. Thomas Irons it,.. 
grandfather of Dr. Irons, came i<> 
Monroe county about seventy-five 
years ago, from Scotland, and was 
among the earliest and most prominent 
settlers here. William Y. Irons oldest 
brother, and Benjamin F. served in the 
Confederate army during the whole of 
the late war members of Capt. Thomas 
A. Bryan s battery, which was raised in 

t™2s ln Monroc “K"*y. 

s' r.h a 1 jBenjamin F. Irons and 
marr iLv' nd,ld d Jl l ),lnson werc united in 
El U r d chil(h ™ of their 
April 34Otey Johnson, born 
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clfathcr was December 27, 1881. The parents of 
in what is Mrs. Irons are Thomas and Minerva 
t, Monroe (Hi n eh man) Johnson, who were born 

of land in and raised in Monroe county, and she 

, following was here born August 5, 1847. Dr. 

any years Irons represented Monroe county in 

*hty three the house of delegates two years, 

estate. In elected by the Democratic party in 

rreenbrier 1880. He has been some years 

amuel B. successfully engaged in practice as 

age with physician and surgeon, with post office 

was born address at Pickaway, Monroe county, 

1, 1858. West Virginia, 

i August 

n 1810, CHARLES ALEX, 
n 1818, HOGSHEAD-born in Monroe county, 
na. Her May 29, 1843, was a son of James 
mother Hunter Hogshead, who was a son of one 
county. of the earliest settlers in this county, 

Hanna his father coming here at an early date 

dimy from Augusta county, Virginia. This 
lanna’s grandfather of Charles A., who was of 
Tved in Irish descent, married Mary Smith, 
avalry, about the year 1799, and they had 
ri Mr. seven sons and two daughters. All 

d1 the settled for life in Monroe county, but a 

number are now deceased. Charles A. 
cn ten Hogshead entered the ConlcJcuu* 
i tcii*i/i service at the outbreak ol the civil wai 
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iiiarried Mu^lmUter o?&7nu S mid 

26 CrC lS37 (JO !!r S) M ( h “ rl,Hn *' *»•*• 
itV- . 7 * ln Monro « county. Uoi 
hither If Still a resident in this dUtriet 
her mother died June I*). |H7*>, at the 

° VV/ l,Vr ycors * 1 ,u% children ot 
Mr and Mrs. Hogshead are two lota 
Ada/ee born April s, 1H72, and Sarah 
Ann born January I, 1875. Mrs. 

//of’sJiead was a widow at hei inauluue 
willi the Hlibjet I ol this sketch, hei Inst 
husband, whose* name was Vanstavem, 
dymy in I Kb.), and leaving hei two 
children, Ihonias C. ami I It/aU lh 
lane Vanstavem. Until an* now living 
in this (liHtiu i ChailcsAles llo^sltcml 
i f > I n inlny in Sot ond ( leek district. 
with i*mi oilier mltliesN al hikitwuy. 
Monroe county. W* .1 Vliplnla 
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